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FOREWORD

The publication of this judging handbook is thénuination of a long quest by members of the IrigiSty of
Australia to produce a resource for Australianjiidges. It represents a new era in Australiat g@rdens, in that all
regional trial gardens will now be judged using poits system.

In addition to the points systems for garden drahsbench judging, this handbook includes detailed
descriptions of the characteristics of differeid types, and guidelines for judging them. Thigtended not just to
assist judges, but also to educate hybridizerseahibitors about the expected standard of entdeghk trial garden and
show bench, and the criteria on which their entnisbe judged.

This Australian handbook is based primarily ontt@dbook for Judges and Show Officials producethby
American Iris Society. We are indebted to the Aieer Iris Society for permission to use some ofrtiflestrations,
judging criteria and guidelines, particularly foetsection on Arils and Arilbreds.

Ann Head

Coordinator, ISA Judges Handbook Subcommittee.
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ACCREDITATION OF JUDGES
To receive accreditation as an iris society judgperson must fulfil the following minimum requirents:

1. He/she must have held membership in the Irisédpaif Australia, in any of its regions, for thespthree (3)
years.

2. He/she must have attended a minimum of two comlelges’ training sessions within the past tl{Byeyears.
This must include at least one session on trialgajudging, and at least one session on show Hadging.
Each of these sessions must include a practicgljgccomponent.

3. He/she must have submitted and passed a writgmieation. This may be an open book examinatothe
discretion of the judging instructor.

After completing these requirements, the trainespizointed by the Iris Society of Australia asmigujudge. To
maintain accreditation, a judge must satisfy tlggiirements of their region, in regards to judgint\ty (trial garden
and show bench) and ongoing judging refresher esyetc.

After five (5) years of judging, with continuousamtenance of accreditation, a judge may be coreid@ senior
judge. Only senior judges are eligible to judgd &r host the Dykes Medal Trial Gardens, and trew judges.

Judges who wish to seek further accreditationidetsf Australia should request a written endorsarnfrem the
President of the Iris Society of Australia to theseas judge trainer.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF JUDGES

The most important requirement of a judge isabtrand in depth knowledge of irises, which shaaleer all
iris types. In particular, the judge should untand the difference between judging seedlingstiahgarden, and
judging named varieties on the show bench.

The best way to gain a good knowledge of iris¢e grow them. Judges should aim to grow as widargety of
iris types as possible, and to regularly updaté tradlection, in order to keep in touch with neevélopments in
hybridizing. After accreditation, judges shouldtinue self-education by visiting other iris gardemd commercial
nurseries, and by reading as much about irisessslpe, in the form of overseas iris publicationg;sery catalogues,
etc.

Judges should be willing to judge trial gardenstayws whenever the opportunity arises, and thbaesanior
level should be prepared to help train new judges.

In all types of judging, it is important to keep @apen mind, to judge fairly and impartially, andset aside
personal preferences. It is desirable for showggsdo have prior experience in transporting amdming exhibits for
the show bench, and experience as a show steward.

In show judging, the judge should:

be punctual

familiarize him- / herself with the show scheduledaassociated rules of the society, and judge doraance
with those rules. If clarification of any detaisrequired, this should be sought before judgimgmences.
refrain from handling any exhibits, but ask theasted to move the exhibit if required for a cleavsw.

keep a clear mind about reasons for decisiongheagutige should be able to explain to exhibitoneguested,
precisely why a particular decision was made.

ensure that the stewards record decisions correctly

be willing to accept majority decisions when judgin a group. The judge should not be afraid foress an
opinion, but neither should he/she verbally dongr@ther members of the team.

be polite about exhibits at all times, and calm palite to other judges, stewards and exhibitors.

use a commonsense approach. It is important tougage exhibitors, however awards should be withhel
where exhibits are well below standard.

admit any conflict of interest, and not participatgudging classes or special awards where thggsdown (or
his/her family members’) exhibits are competing.

A hybridizer who is judging as part of a panel meguest not to judge a class or award where Fes Hlwn
introductions are being exhibited.

In the event that a judge needs to classify anbétxds NAS (Not According to Schedule), he / sheusthindicate the
reason(s) for doing so on the exhibit’s ticket.



STEWARDS' DUTIES

A steward essentially has two roles: (1) to ashkisjudge during judging, and (2) to record jtidging results for
each award judged, and pass these on to the relglvaw official for completion of prize cards. Tseward may also be
required to assist exhibitors before judging begins

It is the steward’s responsibility to:

read the show schedule thoroughly, and also arocied rules of the society or club.

check that all exhibits comply with the scheduled are entered in the correct class. If any entréve been
misclassified, this should be brought to the aitentdf the show manager / chief steward. If pdssibuch
entries should be moved to the correct class poitie commencement of judging. All exhibits shbloé
correctly named. Where unknown varieties are pigedhithey must be labelled accordingly.

be punctual, and on duty for the duration of theetrequired.

ensure that only judges and stewards are presém iexhibit area during judging.

know where each class is staged, and indicateetfutige the boundaries of the class being judgedittze
number of entries.

ensure the anonymity of exhibitors is preservealldimes by keeping prize cards face down, ettl judging
of all sections and overall awards has been coexplet

move exhibits as requested by the judge(s).

be quiet during judging to avoid distracting ofirghcing the judge.

record the exhibit's name, and exhibitor detailseach award judged, and transfer the recordstoalevant
show officials for completion of prize cards.

remind judges to judge overall awards, such as BeSé¢ction, and record their decisions before theye on to
the next section. The steward should be awarehafhwsection winners are eligible for overall award

be organised at all times, and have details fonthe section / award ready, to avoid contributmgny delays
in judging.

on completion of judging, ensure that the judggs $he record books, and return these to the shamager or
chief steward.

SHOW ABBREVIATIONS

ANS: Any Number of Stems / Stalks

CVA: Colour Variation Allowed

DV: Distinct Variety (one variety / cultivar)
DVS: Distinct Varieties

NAS: Not According to Schedule

NND: Not Necessarily Distinct (cultivars)
SS: Staged Singularly



GARDEN AND SHOW BENCH JUDGING

While many of the qualities required to be a gagdbe apply in all situations, judging seedlingggsn a trial
garden setting is vastly different to judging sengtems or blooms of hamed varieties on the shawthbeNot only is
there a difference in the iris qualities to be ¢desed, but the judging also serves a differenppse.

GENERAL GARDEN JUDGING

The purpose of a trial garden is to provide botlvlbjective assessment of seedlings’ overall maritalso
their performance in gardens and climates whichdéferent to their garden of origin. This assesshgives valuable
feedback both to the hybridizer and, through thara® system, to the general public.

In the trial garden the whole plant must come urtiese scrutiny, and particular attention must ivergto the
plant’s health and vigour. People are always gtiarlguy irises that appeal to their particular colpreferences, but it is
vital that those irises which win awards be goodiga plants.

The most important criteria in trial garden judgerg those which deal with the plant: its abitityproduce
increase, to produce numerous flowers of qualityg, @ resist disease.

Another point which is important to consider indgm judging is distinctiveness. To be worthy d@faduction,
a new seedling must have some qualities which ritakifferent to, or an improvement on, the manyusands of irises
already available.

Other issues to consider are:

Does it grow well in a variety of conditions andlsdwithin the limits of the species) and provigdequate increase?
Does it transplant readily (within the limits oftlspecies)?

Is the foliage clean, healthy and of neat appea&@anc

Does it produce an adequate number of attractivenblstalks and buds?

Is the bloom appealing as to form, colour and suirst?

It is important to remember that the more times #ghplant is observed growing in a garden situatiba easier
it is to make an objective overall assessment of ite plant’s garden value is of prime importaand length of bloom
season is an important factor here, as is gerlerékefousness.

To be deserving of awards, a cultivar should héven particular charm and personality, which dsaw in

from across the garden. It should be an appeakndeg plant, floriferous and healthy, with supetérdscape value, and
an overall appearance of grace, balance and beauty.

GARDEN JUDGING POINTS SYSTEM

Plant: 25

Growth and increase: 15
Health / disease-resistance: 10

Stem / Stalk: 30

Branching, strength and proportion: 15
Bud count, floriferousness and bloom sequence: 15

Flower: 30
Colour: 5
Form: 10

Substance, texture and durability: 15

Distinctiveness, beauty and garden appeal: 15



CORE CRITERIA FOR GARDEN JUDGING

The following is a list of criteria which are rebavt to garden judging of most, if not all, iris &g Additional criteria
specific to each iris type are listed under thedivegs for those types.

Plant

The plant should give an overall appearance ofwigmd good health.

Foliage should be healthy and disease-resistant.

The plant should increase well, as slow growthlead to a risk of bloom out.

Foliage and increase should be compared to othities grown nearby so that assessment of thevauls not
biased by poor cultural conditions.

Stem / Stalk

Branching, strength and proportion

The stem should be upright, and able to supporbliiems without staking, unless there has beerrseve
weather. Exceptions can be made for formis bfevicaulisor the taller evansias. Stem strength can beditf
to evaluate on first-year plants, however, as tlo¢ system is still being established.

For most iris types, the flowers should be dispthgeor above the level of the foliage.

Stem thickness and height should be in proportiditotver size.

Branches, when present, should display the flowerhat they are held clear of the stem, can openpeded,
and do not interfere with one another.

For details of expected number of branches, seslsleinder the individual iris types.

The stem should appear balanced and well-propediowith no crowding.

The stem should be reasonably straight. A slighturve is permissible for some iris types (e.gll Beardeds,
Louisianas, Spurias), and zig-zag stems are pebigder Louisianas.

Bud count, floriferousness and bloom sequence

Flower

Colour

Form

Floriferousness and bud count, while closely relagege two distinct qualities. A variety may hdeow bud
count per stem, but produce many stems per cluimimgga good display, whereas a variety which tiams
with a high bud count may produce a small numbesterins.

Varieties which have a long bloom season or whathaom or display repeat / sequential bloom shbeld
rewarded for doing so.

Varieties which bloom earlier or later than norragd also to be commended, as they extend the sefson
bloom.

For details of expected number of buds and lenfthomm, see details under the individual iris type
Varieties which open multiple flowers at a time glibbe carefully assessed, as this will resultioreened
bloom time for the clump unless there are enougtstta allow for adequate bloom duration.

Colours should be clean and clear.

While colour is usually the most obvious featureewtapproaching an iris in bloom, a judge shouldréra all
other criteria first, and avoid being distractedthe colour.

Colours which are new and different to what isadheavailable are considered desirable, and meiritpfor
distinctiveness. However, all colour patterns nigstonsidered.

All colour combinations and patterns should apgeamonious.

Flowers which display streaking or blotches of colare acceptable, provided that the pattern isategl on all
equivalent parts of the same flower (e.g. on egtapdard), and on every flower.

Flowers should appear symmetrical, with no twisiedistorted flower parts.
Standards must be held firmly in position and tay.f

Flowers should appear well-proportioned.

For additional form criteria, see details underittddvidual iris types.
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Substance, texture and durability

The durability of the flower, in all its aspects,determined by the substance, or inner tissuetater The
substance is what maintains the flower form ubfibids, and helps the colour to hold its saturatio
Substance should be sufficient to enable the flaaéold its form and not flop.

The flower's texture e.g. velvety, smooth, leathdémged, etc. may influence colour impact as iexs or
absorbs light. Any texture is acceptable, provgdimat the flower has good substance.

Distinctiveness, beauty and garden appeal:

Many different attributes of plant, stem and flowentribute to a variety's distinctiveness andegip Foliage
colour (e.g. red or purple-based or variegatedytle of bloom season or rebloom, and fragrancee(@alby if strong or
unusual) can all make a significant contributibmprovements in disease-resistance or adaptahilitffferent growing
conditions can also set a new variety apart frdmerst To merit full points for distinctivenessiew variety should be
distinctive enough to be recognized if garden lalbedre removed.

The plant should be vigorous, floriferous and tigalan embodiment of grace and beauty.

A Bearded Iris Plant
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bud ‘ a“%
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© The American Iris Society.
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GENERAL SHOW JUDGING

INTRODUCED VARIETIES

The purpose of judging named cultivars on the shench is not to determine the qualities and atteibthat a
particular variety has, but to assess the exhibigkill in growing and presenting that varietynlifte in trial garden
judging, where breeding advancements are sougbhadw bench judging, both older and newer varietfesild be
considered equally. The judge should never all®ihbr personal preferences to influence judgentertshould remain
as objective as possible. It is desirable forjtickge to be familiar with as many varieties as fissof all iris types.

In the event that a judge thinks that an entry heaye been misnamed, or entered in the wrong dlees§idge
may refer to the AIS Check Lists. The Check L&tsuld be available to the judge at the time dfjog. Judges should
take care when querying an entry’s identity onliasis of colour alone, as some colours can lodkreifit under artificial
lighting, or as a result of garden / weather caadg. A misnamed entry is not eligible for awardfsan entry has been
placed in the wrong class, it should not be giveawaard, however if the error is discovered befodging commences,
the show manager / steward should be asked to placis correct class. If that class has alsebéen judged, the
decision of whether to rejudge the class or distyutilat entry is at the discretion of the show mger.

A judge must not judge an exhibit asritghtbe, e.g. as it will be in an hour’s time when tloaver is fully open,
or as it would be if the stem had been better pitese Instead, the judge must always judge thééxds it appears at
the time of judging.

A judge who is judging at a show outside his/heal@rea should seek information from the show rmganar
show stewards regarding the local weather conditexperienced in the lead up to the show. Thislshoe done before
judging begins, as extreme weather in the precedttyg or weeks or longer-term climate / weathedi@mns (e.g.
drought) can affect the quality of entries, andutide taken into account when judging.

Points scales should not be used routinely in shemch judging, but are useful in providing guides$iras to the

relative values of the different criteria. Pointkes can also be of assistance when entries arsiofilar standard, or
when a panel of judges cannot reach agreementeonitiner of a particular class, section or oveaalard.

SHOW JUDGING POINTS SYSTEM: INTRODUCED VARIETIES

Cultural Perfection: 75

Flower: 45

Colour (fading/marking/intensity): 10

Size (typical of cultivar): 5

Substance and texture: 10

Form (symmetry, presentation of standards, fadleefl/not flared, distortion of flower parts, rigslts,
horns/flounces present): 20

Stem / Stalk: 30
Flowers (number of open blooms): 15
Branch Balance, Bud Placement and Stem Proportién:

Condition and Grooming: 25

Overall condition and grooming of the stem and fosvin preparation for presenting the stem / blémm
exhibition.



CORE CRITERIA FOR SHOW JUDGING

The following is a list of criteria which are rebavt to show bench judging of most, if not all, igpes. Additional
criteria specific to each iris type are listed unithe headings for those types.

Flower

Flowers should be fresh with no signs of aging.

Flowers should appear symmetrical, with no twististorted or extra flower parts.

Bad tears or multiple tears should be heavily peed| as should any significant damage from insects
animals.

Substance should be adequate for maintenance afrcahd form, however a judge is not permittedtech the

flower in assessing substance.

Flower size should be typical of the cultivar, amgbroportion to the size of the stem.

Undersized flowers indicate poor culture.

Colour should be clear with no discolouration, dlgre should be a complete absence of the splotahd

patches of atypical colour that occasionally ocbwe to weather conditions or virus. However, iagseptable
for ‘broken colour’ varieties, to display streakiagblotches of colour, as this is a typical featur

Standards must be held firmly in position and ap.f

Flowers should appear well-proportioned.

Stem / Stalk

Each stem should have at least 1 flower fully open.

Where there is only 1 flower open, it should béhia terminal socket, except for stems of Louisianas

The stem should appear reasonably straight. Atsljcurve is permissible for some iris typeg(elall
Beardeds, Louisianas, Spurias), and zig-zag steengeamissible for Louisianas.

The stem should appear well-balanced and —prop@ndio

There should be an adequate number of branched]lamers should be spaced evenly down the statkera
than bunched at the top.

Stems should not appear crowded.

Open blooms should not interfere with each otheheodistorted by unopened buds or foliage.

Multiple open blooms are good, but it should be eerhered that the potential for faults increaseé wie
number of blooms.

Stem height and thickness should be in proportiahé flower size.

Foliage should appear healthy, and free of disaadaliscolouration.

All branches and flowers present must still becital to the stem, otherwise the exhibit must bekethias
N.A.S. (Not According to Schedule).

Where a species is exhibited in the same classodemm hybrids, the species should not be penafielaving
lower bud-counts or other characteristics typidahat species.

Stems which are undersized indicate poor cultucestwould be penalized.

Stems which are larger than expected with propoatiely large flowers should be rewarded.

Condition and Grooming

Spathes should be intact. If a flower or seedhmExibeen removed, the spathe should remain intact.

A branch may be removed where a leaf concealsoitmection to the stem, but there should be no leisib
damage.

Stems should be exhibited with an appropriate heighich should be in proportion to the flower size

Stems should not have any foreign material leftr@m, such as name tags, cobwebs, etc. The peeséne
or two aphids or other small insects is not a migalt as they can travel from stem to stem dudngfter entry,
however infestation is completely unacceptable.

There should be no dying flowers or seed podsletihe stem.

Where trimming of foliage is necessary, only a $rmalount (e.g. less than 5mm (1/4”)) should be resdpand
trimming should follow the natural contour of theaf.

The bottom branch of the stem should be held abiev¢op of the container. (This frequently requiaesedge
to be used when placing the stem in a bottle).

Where wedges are used to prop the stem in platteeinontainer, the top of the wedge should be lextl the
top of the container, or protruding not more thamb(1/4") above it, so as not to distract attenfimm the iris
itself. For the same reason, it is preferred thatwedge be iris material.

Foliage should be clean.

The leaf which covers the connection of a brand¢cstem may be trimmed, but must not be removed.

In some regions, it is preferred that the stalikée of smudges and finger prints.
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Vases

Where a show schedule provides for several sterbs thsplayed in the same vase, the following Gatehould be
considered:

The entry must meet all requirements specifiethinghow schedule, such as the number of stemsjrcolo
variation allowed, etc.

Where the schedule does not specify the numbeenfss there should be 3 — 6 stems per vase.

The stems should be arranged evenly around the wétbeno interference between stems, and with etem
able to be seen to its best.

Stems should appear as fresh as possible.

Each stem should have at least 1 flower open. thatiethis does not have to be in the terminal sbfik
Louisianas.

Stems should be displayed at equal heights, améfloshould be of equal size.

The stem’s natural foliage should be present, aith trimming kept to a minimum.

Where the class calls for distinct cultivars, dowak colour variation, the combination of colourslgatterns
should be harmonious.

Single flowers (florets)

Flowers should appear fresh, and fully open.

Single flowers should be exhibited without budseed pods. Stems should be short, and some shewases
may state maximum allowable length (measured fitwerbase of the ovary).

Flowers should have a good balance and proporetnden the standards and the falls.

For additional criteria, see listings under Flowarthe previous page (Show Bench Judging section).

Plants exhibited in pots or containers

The plant should have adequate increase, but siotldver fill the pot or container.

A pot should usually contain a single plant, howeglants are permissible, if they completelythié pot.
Flowers, stems and leaves should all appear fredlclaan.

The condition of the plant should be consideretdshould appear healthy and well-grown, with nadewice of
disease, insect infestation or slug or snail damage

The plant should have at least 1 open flower oh sgm.

Stakes are permissible to support stems in potabBeardeds or Louisianas, however they must be
unobtrusive, and never taller than the plant.

The pot must be clean, with no apparent spray uesiatermarks, protruding roots, etc.

Pots must be weed-free, and any labels should beee removed.

Where the potting mix is visible, it should appé&ashly scarified (i.e. the surface should havendeesened to
make it look fresh).

Good grooming results in
clean flowers!

; \
A
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If foliage must be Dirt, sm udges or fingerprints
trimmed, carefully are easily removed with a
remove less than %" cotton ball.

© The American lIris Society.
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GENERAL SHOW JUDGING OF SEEDLINGS

The purpose of judging seedling classes is to asgksther the seedlings being exhibited represent
advancements in breeding. Features which are distinctive, or represent an improvement over exgstarieties are
sought. Here grooming is not an important fadsrit is the merit of the seedling that is beirdggd, not its
presentation.

When judging seedling classes, it is importanetmember that the same criteria apply as in ganaging,
except that you are judging flower and stalk, rathan the whole plant. It is important that thdge keep abreast with
recent developments and trends in hybridizing, gsa knowledge of what is already commerciallyilatde is
essential here, as it is in garden judging.

As with introduced varieties, points scales shawdtbe used routinely in show bench judging of Eegsl.
However, it is important to note the different erapis reflected in the point scale for judging siegdl as opposed to
introduced varieties. In particular, Condition &®ming receive no points, but 25 points are gifegrDistinctiveness.

Seedling number and parentage, where known, shmildearly displayed. At shows where it is felttttize
seedling number and parentage may serve to idehgffybridizer, they may be concealed during jodgi

SHOW JUDGING POINTS SYSTEM: SEEDLINGS

Flower: 40
Colour: 15
Form: 15
Substance and Durability: 10

Stalk: 35

Proportion, Poise and Balance: 15
Bud count: 10

Branching: 10

Distinctiveness: 25
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CLASS: POGON (Bearded

TALL BEARDED IRISES
Height: 71cm (27.5 in.) and above

Rather than having originated from only one or species, Tall Bearded irises feature virtuallyddlthe true
bearded species in their genetic background, asesilgg even one or two of the aril species. Mahthe plants used by
hybridizers in developing the early commercial gtieis were not true species themselves, but wese likely naturally
arising species hybrids. Those species which Ipdaed the greatest role in the development oftieirded hybrids
include forms of. pallida, |. variegata, I. trojana, I. mesopotarai I. kashmiriana, I. cypriana, I. aphylla, I. imbata, 1.
reichenbachiiandl. germanicawhich is often incorrectly used as a name foba#rded iris species.

The complex genetic background of the beardedsirises led to an incredible diversity of colour guadtern.
Many of these colour patterns have been given Bpemes, which it is essential that both judged stewards should
understand. Those commonly used in show schednfdsde: amoena, bicolour, bitone, blend, fanaymihata,
neglecta, plicata, self and variegata. Definitiohthese and other useful terms can be foundergtbssary at the end of
the manual.

GARDEN JUDGING

For overall guidelines, see the General Garden Joggection.

Judging seedling irises in a trial garden settingaistly different to judging single stems or bl@oof hamed
varieties on the show bench. There are diffemtjualities to be considered, and awards arendimedifferent reasons.

In the trial garden the whole plant must come urtiese scrutiny, and particular attention must ivergto the
plant’s health and vigour. Distinctiveness is vienportant when considering new seedlings, howeistinctiveness
alone is not enough to merit awards or introduction

“Novelty” irises, such as those with flat-shapeowiérs, broken colour blooms or variegated folialgeutd be
judged according to their merits. In evaluatingsi, the judge needs to remain objective, and abstis the expression
of the unusual feature and the overall plant habteligently, rather than to merely dismiss thambeing abnormal. It
is important to note that in most “novelty” irisee unusual feature is not completely consisteut,it should appear at
least 65 percent of the time.

The plant’'s garden value is of prime importance Emdjth of bloom season is an important factor haseis
general floriferousness. The plant should be aetas the landscape, and give a well-proportioapgealing view from
a distance, as well as up close.

The criteria listed below should be read in conjiime with the Core Criteria for Garden Judging.

Plant

Growth and increase, health / disease-resistance

The variety should not take too long to form a ghubut should not become overcrowded with increasies.
should produce 3 — 5 increases per rhizome per y&awer than 3 increases should be penalizedpasysowth can lead
to a risk of bloom out. Varieties should be abl@¢oform dependably for 3 bloom seasons withoutdeivided.

The plant should have an overall attractive appeaawith foliage in proportion to the stem heigtfoliage
should be erect, with little leaf spot or othercgdi®uration.

Stem / Stalk

Branching, strength and proportion

The branching of a tall bearded stem should distleyflowers so that they can be seen clearly,zaadheld
well above the foliage.

Poor branching comes in many forms. These inclbidgt branching where the branches are all on pipeu
third of the stem; excessively long branches wlaemamber of flowers are displayed at the same |gighg an
unpleasant effect; and an absence of branchingienthe stem has very few lateral branches, withespondingly
reduced bud count and overall balance.
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Evaluating branching in an established clump cadifferent to evaluating branching on a first-ysaedling, as
with multiple stems, there is possibility of interénce of one stem'’s flowers with another’'s. Tausodified
candelabrum-type branching is usually consideredrbst desirable in garden judging. Stems shcaNe lat least two
branches in addition to the terminal, arranged ven the upper two-thirds of the stem. An additibbranch, or a
secondary bloom stem from the rhizome is desiréigesitioned so as to avoid crowding.

The single bud which is often seen just below tighést flowering position is known as a “spur” mtlthan a
branch. A spur present in that position or whippears as a bonus on a lateral branch is considestdble so long as
the flowers are not crowded.

Bud count, floriferousness and bloom sequence

A variety should be able to remain in bloom for mimum of two weeks. Stalks which display morentza
flowers open at a time will result in shorteneddniotime for the clump. Varieties which overbloomwhich produce a
small number of bloomstalks for the number of fahsuld be penalized. Stem to fan ratio shoulddte/éen 1:4 and
3:4.

Each stem should produce a minimum of 7 buds.

by

2 branches & spur high branching secondary bloom stalk
“Bunched”

\

Y/

wide candelabra short

TYPES OF BRANCHING

© The American Iris Society.

13



Flower
Colour

In blended colours and bitones, look for subtle badnonious tones whose colour appeals, and is &ed
clean. Muddy or drab colours can be consideretinamtive. Flower colour should remain attractigeat least 3 days
before fading.

Haft markings are judged according to whether @y to or detract from the flower’s overall appeam
Beards which are well-matched or contrasting cdraece the colour of the flower, and a wide beageizerally
preferred to a thin, sparse one.

Form

Flower form has a significant impact on a plantemll appearance. A flower with wide, modern fdras a
much greater surface area on which to display ¢h&uc than the narrow flowers of historic iriseSlower form is
perhaps the area of most rapid change in iris imgednd a range of forms are acceptable, providatthe flowers are
well-balanced and well-proportioned.

Standards may be erect or domed. They may be tpérhing or overlapping, but must always be synnicedt
Standards which are flat are acceptable, but meubehd flat from the time the flower opens. Stronidgribs are essential,
as in all form types, standards must be held firmlgosition and not flop. The falls should provalgood balance to the
standards. Variability in fall shape is acceptabta falls may be flared or hanging, but shoulddnoop. Narrowness at
the hafts is detrimental to the appearance ofltveelr and pinched, narrow or strappy falls ared¢@boided. Wide falls
with overlapping hafts are considered desirable.

The beard extensions seen in “space age” irisgs lferns, spoons or flounces) are completely aabéptand
should be in proportion to the rest of the flower.

Substance, texture and durability

Substance should be sufficient to hold the starsdapdight in wet weather, and to enable the flowerithstand
all but the most extreme weather conditions. Fhswieat develop white spots in the sun or whichdigmevelop watery
edges are lacking in substance, and it should hednthat a crepe-like texture is also often assediavith poor
substance. A cultivar should be penalized poiotsstibstance if it is not able to maintain its faamd colour saturation
for at least 3 days.

Distinctiveness, Beauty and Garden Appeal

See under Core Criteria for Garden Judging.
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narrow haft hanging, narrow, narrow falls
tucked falls pinched falls

open standards wide, flaring falls conical standards

domed standards

FLOWER FORM

| il

<
Z
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-
o
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/J

.

“horned” iris “spooned” iris “flounced” iris

All illustrations© The American Iris Society.
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SHOW JUDGING of Tall Bearded Irises

SHOW JUDGING OF INTRODUCED VARIETIES

The criteria listed below should be read in conjtime with the Core Criteria for Show Judging.

Flower

Aging flowers exhibit slight watery, almost transpat areas near the petal edges, especially duafte These
should be penalized in judging.

Colour should not display any fading due to ageheY¥ a stem has several open blooms, they shdid\a a
similar intensity of colour.

Standards may be touching, overlapping or open.

Falls should be in proportion to the standards.

Stem / Stalk

A stem should appear straight, or may have a slshape.
Foliage should be neat.

Condition and Grooming

Spathes may appear green or papery.

Point judging should not be used routinely on thevs bench, where efficient judging is required. wéwer, a points
system can be useful where entries in a classfaabnost equal quality, where there is disagreenbenwveen judges, or
in selection of the show champion. See the Ger@fralv Judging: Introduced Varieties section forgb@ts system.

When judging a class designated for Historic irigedges should be aware that many diploid beaxdeitties
do not conform to the height classifications of mdcultivars.

SHOW JUDGING OF SEEDLINGS

For guidelines and points system, see the Geném@avSudging: Seedlings section.
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The Bearded Irises

W\

© The American Iris Society.
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JUDGING DWARF AND MEDIAN IRISES
Definitions and Characteristics

When judging dwarf and median irises, a judge ndesisand foremost to be familiar with the chamidtics
and height limits of the different types.

The term median is sometimes defined as referorany bearded iris shorter than a Tall Bearded (TB) cm
or 28 in.), but is perhaps more commonly used terr® those irises larger than a Standard Dwasr&ed but smaller
than a TB, especially Intermediate Beardeds and®dBeardeds.

Miniature Dwarf Bearded (MDB) irises growup to 20 cm (8 in.)and stems usually have no branches. These are the
earliest of all bearded irises to bloom, drisl pumila features heavily in their breeding background.

Standard Dwarf Bearded (SDB)irises are21-40 cm (9-15 in.)tall. Stems most often carry 3 buds, with 2 ie th
terminal socket. They bloom after the miniatureadi and before the intermediate bearded irisesth BIDB and SDB
irises combine a daintiness of flower with gardemlgies of vigour and floriferousness quite di#fat to those of other
bearded iris types.

Intermediate Bearded (IB) irises are41-70 cm (16-27 in.}all and are branched. They bloom after the dygrés and
before Tall Beardeds. Their parentage is most contyrhalf dwarf, half Tall Bearded, so they showngocharacteristics
from each. However, there is also some diversityhis class. The type of branching and numbebuwls varies
depending on the species background to the breelirighere should be a minimum of two branches fand to five
buds.

Border Bearded (BB) irises have the same height range as IBs, béing0 cm (16-27 in.tall, however BBs are
generally derived from TB breeding, so bloom at shene time as the TBs and have similar flowers. él@w, as with
other median irises, proportion is of paramountangnce. In particular, a BB should not just Idide a TB with a
short stem, but should have bloom size, stem tleiskrand leaf height all reduced, in keeping with $kem height.
Border Beardeds should have at least 2 branch#sawninimum of five buds.

Miniature Tall Bearded (MTB) irises grow41-70 cm (16-27 in.Yall. (Flowers must not have a combined heigltt an
width of more than 15 cm (6 in.).) Stems shouldslemder and graceful, and should carry at leastiw@oches with an
overall minimum of six buds, but preferably eightnine. Proportion is everything, as a MTB shoodd look like a TB
with miniature flowers, but must have the slendalks and thinner leaves vital for an overall appaee of delicacy and
grace.

Arilmeds (AM) are Aril or Arilbred iriseaunder 71 cm (28 in.)in height. The shorter arilbreds often have aiareds
the bearded parent. Arilmeds should display sorhelgaracteristics, such as the prominent sigmétip on the falls and
flower shape. As with taller aril or arilbred i branching and bud count should be viewed irctméext of parentage
(eg. proportion of aril content, and oncocyclusemelia heritage).

General guidelines:
Cultivars whose bloom time differs from that tydic&their class should not be penalised.
Bearded iris classifications have changed overlydas, however show exhibits should be enteredrditgpto

the category in which they were registered (e.§. IBudges should take into account that the cheniatics of
that iris class at the time of registration mayatifrom the expectations of that class today.
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Miniature Dwarf Bearded Irises (MDB):

Height:up to 20 cm (8 in.)

The criteria listed below should be read in conijtime with the Core Criteria for Garden and Show girdy.

GARDEN JUDGING

Plant
Lack of vigour is a greater problem than overabuhdzcrease.

Stem / Stalk
When looking at floriferousness, varieties shoudédjbdged as clumps, with length of bloom duratidrihe
clump important as well as the total number of #osv Some varieties may produce multiple stemstpeome.
Foliage should never be taller than the flowerkstal
There is a wide range of heights within this clasg] varieties which grow taller than the 20 cnin( specified
height should not be penalised if all other chamastics (especially bloom size) fit the MDB class.
If branching occurs, it should not cause the flesaterbe crowded. Bud count is usually 2.
The stalk should be slender, and may simply bel@amgated perianth tube, with the ovary immediatghpve
the rhizome.
Good proportion is essential and all aspects optaet must be evaluated together.

Flower

Flowers should be dainty, with flower size in prajn to plant size.

Open standards that reveal a pleasing view ofrttegior are as desirable as closed ones.

Flaring or horizontal falls are preferred to veationes, as flowers are generally viewed from above

Falls may be simply flared, curl under or roll tpaint, any of these is acceptable if it does regtatt from the
overall appearance, or adversely affect the dispfayplour and pattern.

Colour can vary according to season and soil tgpe, thepumila spot pattern may appear well-defined in one
location or year and fuzzy in another. Where thet pattern appears well-defined on one variety,ifistinct
on surrounding plants, the clear one should be nasea

Likewise, varieties which do not display irregutdark-coloured streaks or blotches in cold, wet Wweatvhen
others around them do should be rewarded, althdugfiould be remembered that these streaks / ldstale
generally most apparent on light-coloured flowers.

The colour and form of beards can have a signific@pact on overall appearance and distinctivend3sard
colours that match flower colour or contrast wed desirable, and bushy beards are preferablerioehones.
Flower features such as ruffles, lace or beardnsites (eg. horns, spoons, etc.) should not ovdmwvbe distort
the basic flower shape.

SHOW JUDGING

The stalk should be slender, and may simply bd@rgated perianth tube.

If branching occurs, it should not cause the flesamerbe crowded. Bud count is usually 2.

Flowers should be small and dainty.

Falls may be simply flared, curl under or roll tpaint, any of these is acceptable if it does regtatt from the
overall appearance.

Open standards that reveal a pleasing view ofrttegior are as desirable as closed ones.

Irregular dark-coloured streaks or blotches mayeapjn cold or damp conditions.

The flower should be fully open, but as fresh assjige.

The dainty flowers of the very early  miniature dwarfs have striking colour
patterns and variations in form.

© The American Iris Society.
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Standard Dwarf Bearded Irises (SDB):

Height:

21-40 cm (9-15in.)

The criteria listed below should be read in conijtime with the Core Criteria for Garden and Show girdy.

GARDEN JUDGING

Plant
Garden judging of Standard Dwarf Bearded Iris stiowt be done on first-year plants as performancené
first year may not be typical for the cultivar.

Stem / Stalk
Stems usually carry three buds, with two in thenteal socket.
When looking at floriferousness, cultivars shoukd jhdged as clumps, with length of bloom duratidrihe
clump important as well as total number of flowefdumerous stems are expected, and an establisinexqb c
should stay in bloom for at least 10-15 days.
More stems with fewer buds to each are acceptitbie ioverall bloom period is adequate.
The ratio of stems to fans should not exceed 50%.
Some varieties produce taller bloom stalks as thenb season progresses, and should not be penédisdding
so.
Foliage should not be taller than the flower stems.
Good proportion is essential and all aspects optaet must be evaluated together.

Flower

Flowers should be dainty, with flower size in prajmn to stem height and plant size.

Standards can be open or closed, but must havegstnaribs so that they do not flop.

Horizontal or flaring falls are desirable, as tlehance the display of colour and pattern.

Owing to the diversity in background, there is lagea of acceptable flower forms for SDBs, but loagrow falls
or ones which are pinched or tucked under shoulavbé&led. Falls which roll to a point are accefgab

The colour and form of beards can have a significapact on overall appearance, and distinctivenBssard
colours that match flower colour or contrast wed desirable.

Pumilaspot patterns on the falls are desirable, butlshappear well-defined rather than fuzzy.

Substance should be good enough for the bloomataaip to the variable weather which often occunsnd
the SDB bloom season.

Flower features such as ruffles, lace or beardnsites (eg. horns, spoons, etc.) should not ovdmvbe distort
the basic flower shape.

SHOW JUDGING

Stems can be branched and 2 flowers out is goodiding they are well spaced.

Standards can be open or closed, but must havegstnaribs so that they do not flop.

Falls should not be tucked under, but ones thata@ point are acceptable.

Horizontal or flaring falls are desirable.

Flower size should be in proportion to stem height.

In seedlingspumilaspot patterns on the falls are desirable, butlshappear well defined rather than fuzzy.
Flowers should be fresh and fully open.

Flowers should have a dainty appearance.
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Intermediate Bearded lIrises (IB):

Height: 41-70 cm (16-27 in.)

The criteria listed below should be read in conijtime with the Core Criteria for Garden and Show girdy.

GARDEN JUDGING

Plant
The intermediate class encompasses a wide rangardgfand flower types, and no one type shouldrbéeped,
so long as the variety satisfactorily fulfils gesleguality requirements.
Intermediates are generally free-blooming, withdygigour — failure to meet these standards, shbeldeverely
penalised.
Plant shape should ideally be neat and compactyiwbut sacrificing vigour.

Stem / Stalk
Type of branching varies depending on species lvaakgl, but there should be at least 2 branchegénuds.
When looking at floriferousness, varieties shoutdjbdged as clumps. Higher bud counts are prefebat
varieties which have a long season of bloom duepeat or sequential stems should not be pendlisddhving
fewer buds per stem.
The stem should appear balanced, with branchinglggpaced.
Foliage should be in proportion to stem dimensi@mg should not be so tall that it interferes with flowers
during bloom.
Good proportion is essential and all aspects opthet must be evaluated together.

Flower

Flower size should be in proportion to the stengheand diameter.

Standards can be open or closed, but must havegstnaribs so that they do not flop.

Flower features such as ruffles, lace or beardnsitas (eg. horns, spoons, etc.) should not ovdmwvbe distort
the basic flower shape.

Pumilaspot patterns or halos on the falls are desirable.

SHOW JUDGING

Type of branching varies depending on species lvaakgl, but there should be at least 2 branchegénuds.
Flower size should be in proportion to the stengheand diameter.

Standards can be open or closed, but must havegstnaribs so that they do not flop.

Foliage should be in proportion to stem dimensions.

The stem should appear balanced, with branchinglgepaced.

In seedlingspumilaspot patterns or halos on the falls are desirable.

Varieties which have been registered as intermesliatust be entered as such, even if their bloomharght
characteristics appear better suited to anothsscla

;

A B C

A A nicely proportioned intermediate
B Branching too high; flowers bunched
C Flowers and foliage too large; stem too thick

© The American Iris Society.
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Border Bearded Irises (BB):

Height: 41-70 cm (16-27 in.)

The criteria listed below should be read in conijtime with the Core Criteria for Garden and Show girdy.

GARDEN JUDGING

Plant
Lack of vigour or tendency to bloom-out should beesely penalised as it is important to ensure Bt
varieties are not merely TBs which display slow ahdted growth.

Stem / Stalk
BBs which frequently grow taller than the specifieseximum height of 70 cm (27 in.) should not bestged
in this class, however an occasional slightly tadkalk should not be penalised in a variety whishally
conforms to size requirements.
Stems should have at least 2 branches and 5 b@isater numbers of branches and buds are preferred,
especially in taller varieties, however flowers atalks should not be crowded.
A general guideline for stem / flower proportiorthigt the stem height be approx. 3 times the oveiz of the
flowers, but this is a guide, not an absolute,dswr impact and other factors also contributertmeerall
appearance of balance and harmony.
Foliage should be in proportion to stem dimensions.
Stems should appear balanced, with branching esrayed.
Stems must be strong enough to support the blobatshould appear graceful rather than excessthéti.
Good proportion is essential and all aspects optaet must be evaluated together.

Flower

Flower form is usually similar to that of TB irisdsut since BBs are generally viewed from aboviés &hould
be flaring, with the degree of flare in keepinghwihe height of the stem.

Standards which are closed or nearly so are ptaéerhut open standards are acceptable providedatteeheld
firmly erect or cupped, and present a balancedhanchonious appearance.

Flower features such as ruffles, lace or beardnsites (eg. horns, spoons, etc.) should not ovdrwbe distort
the basic flower shape.

Flower substance should be good, but not so thiakit prevents the bloom opening easily or makegid and
prone to fracture.

SHOW JUDGING

Stems should have at least 2 branches and 5 buds.

Flower form is usually similar to that of TB irises

Standards which are closed or nearly so are ptaéerhut open standards are acceptable providedatteeheld
firmly erect or cupped, and present a balancedhanghonious appearance.

Both flowers and foliage should be in proportioritie stem dimensions.

Stems should appear balanced, with branching espaged.

Stems must be strong enough to support the blobatshould appear graceful rather than excessthéti.
Varieties which have been registered as BBs muserdered as such, even if the bloom size and height
characteristics appear more suited to a TB class.
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Miniature Tall Bearded Irises (MTB):

Height:

41-70 cm (16-27 in.)

The criteria listed below should be read in conjtime with the Core Criteria for Garden and Show girdy.

GARDEN JUDGING

Plant

The plant should give an overall impression of tiagss and grace.

Stem / Stalk

Flower

A variety whose typical performance does not maet duidelines for height, flower size and stem disen
should be penalised, however an occasional slightlgr stalk or larger bloom should not be peralisn a
variety which usually conforms to requirements.

Stem diameter should be 3-5 mm at the base ottinaral flowers, gradually increasing to 16mm & liase of
the stem.

Stem height of 53-56 cm is ideal, but height isamimportant as overall proportion and balance.

Stems should be well-proportioned, slender andldlexgiving a graceful appearance.

Foliage should be in proportion to stems. Leaveglvexhibit a slight twist or sickle-shape areeptable.
Flowers should be held well above the foliage.

Stems should have at least 2 branches. While aduwict of 6 is acceptable, 8 to 9 is preferred.

When looking at floriferousness, varieties shouddjixdged as clumps. More stems with fewer budsatth are
acceptable.

Flowers which are tailored or lightly ruffled mag breferable to heavily ruffled but less daintynfist

Closed standards are preferred, but open standaedacceptable, if they are held erect and revgaéasing
view of the interior.

Falls should be flaring or semi-flaring.

Clean stripes in flowers are not considered a faglthese are a common characteristic in MTBs.

Flower texture should be smooth rather than grained

Bloom size should be typical for the variety, baosld not have a combined height and width of mbes 15
cm (6in.).

Flower substance should be sufficient for the bldoratand up to normal weather conditions, idefty3 days.
It is favourable if there is a pleasant fragrance.

SHOW JUDGING

Stems should have at least 2 branches and 6 buds.

Bloom size should be typical for the variety, boosld not have a combined height and width of mbes 15
cm (6in.).

Stems should be well-proportioned, slender andldlexgiving a graceful appearance.

Foliage should be in proportion to stems. Leaveglexhibit a slight twist or sickle-shape areeptable.
Closed standards are preferred, but open standaedacceptable, if they are held erect and reveaéasing
view of the interior.

Falls should be flaring or semi-flaring.

Arilmed Irises (AM):

Height:

under 71 cm (28 in.)

Arilmeds should be evaluated according to the @Gatfor arils and arilbreds, but where the bearpadnt of an

arilbred is a median, it should be rememberedtthatmay influence the bearded characteristicsraaogly.
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PURE ARILS AND ARILBRED IRISES

Contributed by Pat Toolafwith permission from the American Iris Societypand based on the AIS judges handbook
section written by the Aril Society Internationail/arilbred growers and breeders of note.)

Definitions and Characteristics

The name “aril” refers to oncocyclus and regeliacsps, and hybrids involving only these two grouphe term
“arilbred” refers to hybrids between the arils arder bearded (eupogon) irises.
These irises are not grown extensively but theysaited to many parts of Australia.
They are very different and come in many forms thake judging them difficult without a detailed kvledge of the
variation to be found in this group.

It is recommended that judges learn more abouethi&ses from the Aril Society International welsit
http://www.arilsociety.org

ARILS (A)
Arils may be pure or hybrid species between:

ONCOCYCLUS (O and OH), species or hybrids involvordy oncocyclus.

REGELIA (R and RH), species or hybrids involvindyoregelia.

REGELIOCYCLUS (RC) hybrids involving regelia andomeyclus with the regelia characteristics predottirigga
ONCOGELIA (OG), hybrids involving oncoclyus and edig, with oncocyclus characteristics predominating

ARILBREDS (AB)

ONCOBRED (OB), hybrids involving only oncocycluschother bearded irises.
REGELIABRED (RB), hybrids involving only regelia dmther bearded irises.
ONCOGELIABRED (OGB), hybrids involving oncocyluggelia, and other bearded irises.

Each of the three classes of arilbreds is divigkta three subclasses based on the amount of atigéicbin the hybrid, i.e.
less than Y% aril; Y2 aril; and over % aril. Thissi®wn respectively by a minus (-), no sign, orasph) after the class
abbreviations, eg. RB-, OB, OGB+

Hints to recognising the different characteristi€she species include:

Regelia type flowers:

1. elongated in both standards and falls ds korolkowii
2. linear beards on standards as well as the falls

3. remarkable veining

4. aprominent V-shaped spot in a contrasting colour.

Onco type flowers:

broadly domed and reflexed standards ds gratesii

ruffled and reflexed standards, ad.itortetii

accentuated globular form aslirsusiana

extremely broad falls.

well recurved falls

thick, heavy or broadly spread beards als gusianaor |. gatesii
exaggerated styles aslirbismarkianaandl. iberica

a definable signal spot on the falls at the enthefbeard
flaring and lanceolate falls as linacutiloba

10 narrow and flaring falls as ih paradoxa

11. linear beards as in medaand beards on the standards as well as the falls

©CoNor~WNE

ONCOCYCLUS SPECIES AND HYBRIDS

As the variation of characteristics in flower tygess shown it is only to be expected that with Bf@ent species the
plant characteristics are also as equally diverse.

Only a single flower to a stem.

Flower size: from dwarf to the size of tall beardies!
Stem height from 8 to 71 cm (3 to 28 inches).
Stem width from wiry and small to thick and fleshy.
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REGELIA SPECIES AND HYBRIDS

Usually two buds on a slender stem with the flosraller in proportion to the height of the stem.
Standards are usually pointed and touching butalsy/be widely open in some species.

Some have prominent veining while others may hasmaothness of colour and texture.

Beards on both falls and inside standards — oftigintty coloured.

Signal spots are small and on the upper part o¥/tekaped coloured spot.

REGELIOCYCLI

Plant, stem and flower size is mostly between fagaid oncocyclus.
Usually two buds, flowers have ornamental veining.

This group is easier to grow and maintain thanotiheocycli.
ONCOGELIAS

Hybrids of this group show more oncocyclus charésties than the regeliocycli.
One or two buds to a stem.
Easier to grow and flower than the oncocycli dughtoregelia component.

ARILBREDS

© The American Iris Society.

GARDEN JUDGING

When judging arils and arilbreds in the trial gardi is important to remember that points showtdalwarded
according to how well the flower and plant perfofar their class. In particular, criteria such agour, disease-
resistance, bud count, etc. should be assessed coinparison to tall beardeds growing nearby,against what would
be considered good performance for that partidyfze of aril / arilbred.

Points to look for:

desirable improvement

diversity

expectations of the type and class
increased cultural and weather tolerances
regularity of bloom

number of stems

rate of increase

general vigour

. better substance

10. disease resistance

©CoNoor~WNE

Remember that there is no “normal” form of eithel ar arilored. Diversity of form and flower typeare “normal”.
Clean colours are desired in all forms and typEkxwers should be above the foliage and the stemnldhbe strong
enough to support the flower under normal cond#ion

Flower size should be in proportion to the stem ffmder should be distinctive.
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ARIL SPECIES AND HYBRIDS

ONCOCYCLUS

REGELIA

ONCOGELIAS

0G oG
All illustrations© The American Iris Society.
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EVALUATION OF ARIL FLOWERS

Hybridising goals include

new and improved forms

new colours and combinations of colour

transfer of signal colour, size and shape to difieplants
different patterns and combinations of patterns.

Flower form is of utmost importance but no varigiyuld be dismissed if it has a different or unfemnform.
Standards should be domed rather than paddle shaped

Undesirable flower traits:

Excessive recurving, rolling or snapping of thésfal
Excessive flagging of the standards.

Pinching or swirling of flower segments.

Narrow haft area in relation to the fall width.

Desirable colour aspects:

Signals or colour spots should be noticeable.
Signal size, colour, shape and definition.
If present, decorative patterns, veining, and sitigpshould be well defined and have good coloterisity.

Undesirable colour aspects:

Irregular colour flecking, streaking, or splotchiwdich may indicate disease rather than true raiiist

EVALUATION OF ARILBRED FLOWERS
Basically the same as for aril flowers.

Hybridising goals include:

Continuance of exotic forms, signals, colouraticarg] patterns

More hardiness and better disease resistance

Increased branching and bud count

Adaptability to growing conditions

Transferring the prominent dark or brightly coladiggnal patch and form of the aril species, flosleape and
size.

The most important aspect of judging arilbreds to evaluate the extent to which desirableflower characteristics are
present in the cultivar. The number of aril chéegstics should be appropriate for the class, wita following
guidelines:
Less than one-half aril content (OB-, RB- or OGB-)

Requires two recognizable aril characteristics.

One half or more aril content (OB, RB, OGB, OB+,RBGB+, RC, OG, R, RH, O or OH)

Requires three recognizable aril characteristics.
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ARILBREDS

Less than one-half aril content

OGB+ OGB+

All illustrations© The American Iris Society.
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EVALUATION OF ARILBRED BRANCHING

Branches to be well placed, evenly spaced andawedy from the stem

Judges should remember the amount of aril conféstta the amount of branchirfgril content of 50% or more
profoundly reduces the number of buds and branghing

Some cultivars have more or less branching anddawdadhan stated in the guidelines, however thet@hould
be judged as a whole, giving proper consideratiori®th flower and plant.

Less than one-half aril content (OB- , RB- or OGB-)
Height, branching and budcount are sometimes e@qublt generally slightly reduced from that of thgpogon
parentage. Although branching may be intermediate/een that of the aril and eupogon parent,usisally
closer to the eupogon parent.

One half aril content (OB, RB or OGB)

Branching typically intermediate between the anidl @upogon parents.
Should usually have one branch, a spur, plus tedmivith a total of 4 buds, where the eupogon paiea Tall
Bearded. Less branching or budcount should npelpelised, but the plant evaluated as a whole.
More than one-half aril content (OB+, RB+ or OGB+)
Unlikely to display any branching at all. Usudfigs two buds.

Prime objective of arilbred hybridising:

Amount and degree of desirable aril flower chanasties present in the cultivar for its particutdass.

Judges should visit as many gardens growing anidsaailbreds as possible to familiarise themselvigls the class.

SHOW JUDGING

SHOW JUDGING OF INTRODUCED VARIETIES

The aim of an entry on the show bench is to shangtiower’s skill and accomplishment in culture gndoming.

In close selection of awards, judges should consgidedegree of horticultural skill required in giiag a particular iris —

those arils / arilbreds which are easier to groautdhnot be awarded over those which are morecditfi

For points system, see the General Show Judginigpdoced Varieties section.

Flower
Form:

Consistent petal count and symmetry of form aretnimogortant.
Typical form is reached 8-24 hours after opening.

Faults:

Irregular or abnormal recurving, rolling, or snappof the falls

Pinching, twisting, or rolling at the edges of flemsegments

Severe or multiple tears and deformities, includimigsing or extra flower parts.
A small tear is a minor fault unless it detractsrirthe flower form.
Colour

This should be typical for the variety

Signals and spot patterns should be normal sizealodr intensity
Decorative patterns, veining, stippling, and daftéould be evaluated.
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Faults:

Pale or abnormally intense for the variety
Fading and diffusing of colour in any aspect
Irregular colour flecking, streaking, or splotchiwhich may indicate disease rather than true raiiist

(2]
N
@

Should display a full sized flower or flowers iroportion to the stem.
Faults:

Undersized flower for the variety.
Substance

Should be adequate to retain the specimen’s defindf form in every case.
Faults:

Signs of damage from wind, refrigeration, sun osfr
STEM

Height and straightness

Should be almost straight
Typical height for the variety
Adequate strength and rigidity to support the flowe

Some cultivars may normally have a slight curvimgme plane near the top.
The entire stem should be visible to the judge.
Branching and Bud Placement

Evenly spaced with buds pointing upwards and owgiar
Buds should be on opposite sides of the stem, mthesame side as this is badly out of balance.

A stem having one open flower with a well developed plus a spur is better balanced and may raghdi than
crowded blooms.

Faults:

Branches should not be crowded near the top poofidine stem.
Random buds around the stem
Lack of terminal flower.

CONDITION AND GROOMING

See under Core Criteria for Show Judging.

SHOW JUDGING OF SEEDLINGS

If in the opinion of the judge the quality of angeslling does not warrant further consideration amm@en
flower it should not be given an award.

Seedlings from bee pods should not be excludedniiooé than one generation).

Aril or eupogon content eg. OGB-, OGB, OGB+, RH, gfiould be shown, and be visible to the judge.

For guidelines and points system, see the GenéiralvSudging: Seedlings section.
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CLASS: APOGON (Beardless)

PACIFIC COAST IRISES

Pacific Coast Iris are hybrids of the gerits, subsectionApogonseriesCalifornica of which there are eleven
recognised species, four of theimdouglasiana, |. innominata, |. tenaandl. munzii,have been hybridised extensively.

Pacific Coast cultivars are not generally enterethe Australian Trial Gardens as they are diffitoltransplant
and need to be an established clump to be judgeal senall clump does not display to its advantage.

Because of the ease of growing Pacific Coast tamfseed, both named and unnamed cultivars arecsetre
show bench, and should be treated equally.

SHOW JUDGING

The criteria listed below should be read in conjtime with the Core Criteria for Show Judging.

Flower

Flowers should be clean, and fully formed.

There is no correct flower form, but the flowerssnbe in proportion and have balance between tveefl size,
form and colour.

Standards may be erect or spreading.

Stem / Stalk

Most Pacific Coast Iris have the characteristideép green — blue green foliage, not yellow green.

Any branching should complement, not detract fromtalance of the stalk.

The stalk of some varieties may curve so thatehainal flower is displayed in a tilted positiohjg should not
be penalised.

Each stalk should have a minimum of one flower to@siwith two buds, except fdr innominatafor which 1
bud is acceptable.

Condition and Grooming

Untrimmed foliage is preferred.
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LOUISIANA IRISES

Louisiana irises are modern hybrids of the Gdriss subsectio\pogon seriedHexagonagof which there are
five recognized specied: hexagona, I. fulva, I. brevicaulis, |. gigantexaleaandl. nelsonii These species are native to
parts of the southern U.S., where they typicallywgin marshland. However, they adapt well to aenignge of climatic
conditions.

The species Louisianas show great diversity in @loand plant traits, and these traits appear inyndéferent
combinations in modern Louisiana hybrids. Thereftinere are no set guidelines for hybrids in rég#éo height (which
can vary from 25 cm (10 in.) to 125 cm (50 in.wore), stalk shape, or flower size and form.

GARDEN JUDGING

The criteria listed below should be read in conijiime with the Core Criteria for Garden Judging.

Plant

Growth and increase, health / disease-resistance

Vigorous growth and disease-resistance are eskeAtisouisiana iris should be able to grow andraase well
in appropriate garden situations (e.g. damp andi@and normal weather conditions. There shoel@b
minimum of 2 increases per rhizome per year, witlf62ncreases the most common.

Fewer than 2 increases should be penalized, asgstmmth can lead to a risk of bloom out.

Louisiana irises can have a tendency to develdpsfeat and rust, and susceptibility to these shbel@valuated
in comparison to other cultivars growing in the sagarden conditions.

Foliage that is crinkled is not a fault, but a natmrowth pattern in response to weather conditions
Foliage may be yellow-green or blue-green. In¢hwaith yellow-green foliage, however, it is impartao
determine that this is the true colour of the fgdiaand is not due to chlorosis, which can occynoior cultural
conditions.

Leaf miners can cause grey streaks in foliage aadaated loss of vigour, however this is considéhe result
of poor culture, so should not be penalized.

Louisiana irises typically produce larger plantshwonger rhizomes than other iris types. Shadaimes are
preferred, as they tend to make a more compactium

Stem / Stalk

Branching, strength and proportion

The flowering positions should be distributed eyemler the top two-thirds of the stalk to achieveatganced
appearance.

Additional branches are desirable, provided thay ttho not interfere with the flowers at other posis or give
the stem a crowded or bunched appearance.

Stalks can be straight, curved (‘s’ shape) or zig-zAll are acceptable, but stalks which are &dsind
excessively snaky should be penalized.

Stem height should be reasonably consistent withilump.

Stems should be able to remain upright withoutistalexcept when seed pods are maturing. Thosewgrow
at a 45 degree angle to the ground or even hoagehbuld be penalized.

The leaves should not hide the flowers, especihtige in the terminal position, which should bedtebove the
foliage. It should be noted, however, that thelspaalve for the terminal position is typicallyniger on one
side than the other, and may extend above the floweurl underneath it. This is not considerdeat.
Varieties which form acute angles between the stedithe foliage that prevent the buds and brantbhes
emerging properly should be penalized.

In many varieties, flowers in the lowest bud pasitbloom tight against the stalk and face forwawds|e those
in the higher positions face upwards. This shawtbe considered a fault. There are also a feieties in
which all flowers face forwards rather than upwartfghis is a consistent feature of the varigiygn it should
not be penalized.

Bud count, floriferousness and bloom sequence

There is no correct sequence for flowers to opEme terminal bud does not have to open first, amdes
cultivars may begin their flowering sequence atlibttom of the stem.

Each stem should produce a minimum of 6 buds, agth@n exception may be made for varieties which
produce many stems per clump.

32



Flower

Colour

Stems should have at least three flowering positioraddition to the terminal, with at least 1,fprably 2 buds
at each position. The terminal may have a thirdl blialler-growing varieties should have four orremo
flowering positions, with correspondingly higherdbcounts.

Stalks often have two or three flowers open at oridewever, varieties which open multiple flowetadime
should be carefully assessed, as this will reaudhiortened bloom time for the clump unless thezeeaough
buds to allow for adequate bloom duration.

Straight Gracefully Curved

Variations in stalk types of Louisiana irises

© The American Iris Society.

Flowers should be colourfast, except where fadasyilits in a pleasing effect, and does not lookdbled-out, or
detract from the appearance of the clump.

Bicolours should display a good contrast of colours

The colour of the style arms is often differenthat of the standards and falls. This is considielesirable if it
results in an attractive and harmonious effect.

Signals vary in size from very large to almost nasient. They present in many different variaticsnsd some
Louisianas display signals on both standards diel fRach variation is considered desirable #&dds to rather
than detracts from the flower's appearance.
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Form

Louisiana irises have a great diversity of flonemii. The most common forms are: flat/flaring, ghemt,
recurved, open (spider), rounded, overlapping anbk or semi-double. Some varieties even dispfaight
standards like a tall bearded. All forms shouldbesidered equally desirable.

A flower is considered semi-double if it has mdrart six major flower parts (standards / falls) as hdditional
petaloids. However, a flower which only presenigan extra standard, fall or style arm is consdethe
result of garden / weather conditions rather themue@ double / semi-double. Penalize the stalfoat discretion
— if it only happens on the first bloom of the fissalk it is not considered a major fault.

Double form consists of 9, 12 or more flower pantkjch often includes extra petaloids.

In double and semi-double forms, no two bloomsi@eatical, which is considered normal, and notudtfa
There are also some varieties which have unstariesy and may produce both single and double fowethe
same plant, or even the same stem.

The flower may be tailored or ruffled. Style armay also be ruffled, and vary in size.

There are often some changes in form as the flages.

Flower size may vary from approx. 7.5 cm (3 in.Jrtore than 18 cm (7 in.), but should be in proporto the
stalk’s height and thickness.

Substance, texture and durability

Excessive substance can be a problem. Flowerdwigieer open fully, or have edges that curl inwatusuld
be penalized.
Flowers should be able to remain attractive fdeast 2 - 3 days in normal weather conditions.

Distinctiveness, Beauty and Garden Appeal

See under Core Criteria for Garden Judging.

Flower Form i n Louisiana Irises

Upright Standards Semi-flaring to Flat Pendent Form
Umbrella Pendant Recurved Open Form
Form Form
Full Overlapping Ruffled Semi-double
Form Form Form

© The American Iris Society.
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SHOW JUDGING of Louisiana Irises

SHOW JUDGING OF INTRODUCED VARIETIES

It is preferable for Louisiana irises to be stag#éder on the floor or on lower tables, so thaytban be viewed
easily without significant trimming of the stems.

While Bearded classes in shows have divisions daogito the registered height limits (e.g. there asually
separate divisions for median and dwarf beardens3$t Australian shows have no such divisions ferdifferent heights
of Louisiana irises. It is therefore importantiaware of the natural diversity in height andvito size of Louisianas,
S0 as to avoid discriminating against the lowemgng cultivars in show judging.

The criteria listed below should be read in conjtime with the Core Criteria for Show Judging.

Flower

Some fading of colour is acceptable, provided thatflowers do not look bleached-out, and it dosisdetract
from the appearance of the stem.

Flower size may vary from approx. 7.5 cm (3 in.Jjrtore than 18 cm (7 in.).

In double and semi-double forms, no two bloomsi@deetical, which is considered normal, and notudtfa
There are also some varieties which have unstariesy and may produce both single and double foamethe
same plant, or even the same stem.

Louisianas have a great diversity of flower formgall forms are considered acceptable. For dethithe most
common forms, see the LA Garden Judging section.

For definitions of double and semi-double form, #eeLA Garden Judging section. In show benchijugica
flower which does not satisfy those definitionsg avhich only presents with an extra standard,dalityle arm
should be penalized.

Stem / Stalk

There is no correct sequence for flowers to opEme terminal bud does not have to be open, as sattiears
begin their flowering sequence at the bottom ofsttesn.

Stalks can be straight, curved (‘s’ shape) or zig-zAll are acceptable, but stalks which are &dsind
excessively snaky should be penalized.

Flowers should be distributed evenly over the top-thirds of the stalk.

Condition and Grooming

Crinkled foliage is not a fault, but a natural gtbwattern in response to weather conditions.
Point judging should not be used routinely on thews bench, where efficient judging is required. wéoer, a points
system can be useful where entries in a classfaienost equal quality, where there is disagreerbetween judges, or
in selection of the show champion. See the Gergralv Judging: Introduced Varieties section forgbts system.

SHOW JUDGING OF SEEDLINGS

For guidelines and points system, see the GenéiralvSudging: Seedlings section.

35



SPURIA IRISES

There are approximately twenty species which cosepitie Series Spuriae of the Apogon subsectiogjrr@rin
height from 2.5 cm (1 in.) to 90 cm (36 in.).

Most of the spurias commonly grown in gardens at&ilds, with a height range of 90 cm (36 in.) t®@X8n (64
in.). Because of the diversity in climate of onigif the species (from subtropical to subarcticgré are no fixed rules
regarding stalk height or many of the other chamdstics of spurias. As relatively little hybridtigy has so far been done
with spurias, judging guidelines need to be flexibb allow for future progress. Judges should nioé not one, but
several visits to the trial garden are requiredof@per assessment of a spuria’s performance.

GARDEN JUDGING

The criteria listed below should be read in conijtime with the Core Criteria for Garden Judging.

Plant
Vigorous growth is essential. A spuria should béedo perform consistently in a range of differefimatic
conditions.
Disease-resistance is one of the most importatariziin evaluating spurias, as they are very qudue to virus
(which appears as lighter streaks in foliage okelawatery streaks in the flower).
Foliage should be neat, and upright or slightlyharg.

Stem / Stalk

Branches should be long enough to hold each flamerof the leaf that covers the connection of thenbh to
the stalk.

A spuria clump should be able to remain in bloomafideast 2 weeks.

Stems should have 2-3 branches, and a minimunbaflg.

Bud counts of 5-7 or more with at least 2 in thenieal socket are desirable.

Flower

Due to the diversity of the background speciesrge of flower sizes and forms are acceptable.

If present, signals may be sharply defined, veimreappear slightly diffuse.

The signal area should make a pleasing contributiche flower’s overall appearance and distinciegs.
Standards may be erect, semi-erect or flat, butldhgive a pleasing appearance.

Standards with a spatulate shape are preferreartower blade-shaped ones.

Falls may recurve slightly, but must not be cudeducked under.

Style arms can be held against the falls or sepafadm them, but should give a pleasing appearance
Ruffled flower forms and velvety textures are daisie.

The claws (similar to the haft area in beardeagjswhich determine the distance of the fall fribve center of
the flower, usually give the flower its best forrhen shortened rather than elongated.

Substance should be sufficient to maintain the éiosvform for at least 3 days.

Substance is expected to be equivalent to thathefr dris types.

Distinctiveness, Beauty and Garden Appeal

Since spurias typically perform well when undiseoldor many years, it is important that the ovechlmp look
attractive with good distribution of the flowers.

SHOW JUDGING

Both modern hybrids and species spurias may be @e¢he show bench, sometimes in the same class. |
important that judges be familiar with the rangeypfes available to enable easy recognition of ttigracteristics on the
show bench. Some show schedules have separase<ias Australian-bred varieties, so judges mesfpkthemselves

informed of the newest Australian varieties.

The criteria listed below should be read in conjtime with the Core Criteria for Show Judging.
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Flower

Standards may be erect, semi-erect or flat.
Style arms can be held against the falls or sepafadm them, but should give a pleasing appearance

Stem / Stalk
See under Core Criteria for Show Judging.

Condition and Grooming

Branches which have been repositioned to corremivding of flowers are acceptable if there is nonsaf
damage, and both branches and flowers are sttilzd to the stem.

New developments in form. Flower on
the left exhibits “flat” form. That on

A typical Spuria stalk. the right displays ruffling.

© The American Iris Society.

37



SIBERIAN (SIBIRICA) IRISES

Siberian irises (often referred to as Sibiricagisi$n Australia) originate from Central Europe &sia. They fall
into two distinct groups: those with 28 chromossemehich are classified as subseries Sibiricae tlaogke with 40
chromosomes, which are classified as subseriessGgrgphes, and are sometimes known as Sino-Siberidre
Sibiricae subseries consists of three spediesibirica, | sanguineaandl. typhifolia, while the Chrysographes subseries
contains eight: I. bulleyana, I. clarkei, I. chrysographes, I. dedgi, |. dykesii, I. forestii, . phragmitetoruamdl.
wilsonii. Most of the hybrids commonly grown in gardentifdo the 28-chromosome Sibiricae group.

Siberian irises range in height from 18 cm (7 10.120 cm (48 in.). As with Tall Bearded and Léais irises,

there are both diploid and tetraploid forms of S#meirises (in both subseries). The tetraploieiseyally have larger
flowers with better substance than the diploidsl also display differences in stem height and é@iavidth.

GARDEN JUDGING

The criteria listed below should be read in conjiime with the Core Criteria for Garden Judging.

Plant
Foliage should be upright or gracefully curved, agasonably neat.
Foliage width may vary from a few millimetres te®, while foliage colours range from light greerdok
green and blue-green. Spiral twists in leavesaceptable.
Some varieties have foliage which collapses insat@mer — this is a serious fault, but cannot sessed
during bloom season.
Some varieties may form clumps with an outer rififpbiage around a hollow center. If this happeunthin the
first two or three years after planting or to atreme degree, it should be considered a fault, afeicts the
appearance of the clump.

Stem / Stalk

Branching, strength and proportion

Flowers should ideally be held close to the stethaevit crowding. Wide, candelabra-style branchiraymause
interference between stems.

Branching varies considerably in siberians, andikhbe assessed in relation to the overall floosness of the
clump. While more branches and higher bud courgtslasirable, cultivars which are unbranched, oetaw
bud counts, but present a good succession of statkgive equally effective display.

Most siberian stems have at most 2 branches, glrsranal, although a third branch can occur.

Flower size should be in proportion to stem heigbtyever small flowers on tall stems are acceptélley

give an attractive, graceful appearance.

Bud count, floriferousness and bloom sequence

A siberian clump should be able to remain in bldommore than two weeks, with 3-4 weeks possibledaler
climates.

Repeat bloom, in which a second display of stermpeays a few weeks after the first, is very des@rabl
Stems typically have 3-5 buds, but bud sockets mitiftiple buds are desirable. 2-3 buds per sosketost
common, but some species may carry up to 5 or 8§ buthe terminal socket.

Flowering sequence should be assessed, and vangtieh consistently open the second flower inténeinal
socket before the first has folded should be peedlaccordingly.

Flower

Colour
Flowers may be dappled, veined, dotted or completelar. Colour patterns include lighter colourids on the
falls, bitones, bicolours and blends.
Some flowers may have contrasting white or yellamnals on the falls.

Form

Siberian iris flowers come in many different forensd sizes. All are acceptable, provided they eaeajul and
symmetrical, with a clear outline, and a good bedabetween the different flower parts.
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Standards, falls and style arms may be verticalzbotal or somewhere between the two. New fometide
ones in which the standards have become falls dioubles, and multi-petalled types. Multi-petaltgpes
should be assessed carefully to ensure they meetitkria of symmetry and clarity of form. With foower
types, the overall impact of the clump should seased from a distance as well as close-up.

The appearance of the style arms can contributéfisigntly to or detract from the flower’s overalppearance.
Both ruffled and tailored flower forms are accefgabAny features such as ruffles, feathering oelmust be in
proportion to the flower, and not distort its ctardf outline.

Falls should not appear pinched at the hafts ctéali

Substance, texture and durability

In many siberians, the petals may be thin andlflexiyet maintain their form well, whereas more\ilga
substanced flowers may appear too stiff and lackingrace.

Flowers should remain attractive for 3 days in relrtemperatures and some fading of colours is dab&pif it
does not detract from the overall appearance ofltirap.

It is desirable that the stems drop flowers quiakige they have withered, as if they remain orstem it can
give an untidy appearance.

Distinctiveness, Beauty and Garden Appeal

Flower sheaths which are red or purple can cortibuthe plant’s overall beauty and distinctivenes
The clump should be assessed both from a distantt&@m close-up as a good siberian iris shouldbasset
to the garden, both in and out of bloom.

SHOW JUDGING

The criteria listed below should be read in conjtime with the Core Criteria for Show Judging.

Flower

Flower size should be typical of the cultivar. 8ldat tetraploid varieties typically have largemfers than the
diploids do.

Judges should be aware that in Siberian irisesfloheer size and stem height may depend more orlitreate

in which they are grown than on the grower’s catyractices. Typically, the size of both flowerdastem are
significantly reduced in warmer areas.

Siberian iris flowers come in a wide range of atabfe flower forms and sizes, including six-falpég, true
doubles and multi-petalled varieties.

There is not one flower form which is preferred @bdmthers, however judges should look for gracefssn
which may be lacking in flowers with narrow, hangjiialls, or stiff, horizontal ones.

Falls should not appear pinched at the hafts astéali

Standards, falls and style arms may be verticalzbotal or somewhere between the two.

Some fading of colours is acceptable if it doesdedtact from the overall appearance of the stem.

Stem / Stalk

Stems may be branched or unbranched.
A minimum of 1 flower position with 2 buds is to le&pected, but many varieties will have 2 brancpis a
terminal, with 2-3 buds per socket. Some spe@esyap to 5-6 buds in the terminal socket.

Condition and Grooming

See under Core Criteria for Show Judging.
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JAPANESE IRISES

Japanese iris is the common name for hybrids o§pleeiedris ensata The naméris kaempferiwas previously
used as the botanical name for the group, howleigeensatais now the official name. They are classifiecsadges
Laevigatae of the Apogon (beardless) irises. NudeJapanese irises should not be confusedirstfaponica an
entirely distinct species, which belongs to therisia group of irises.

Iris ensatagrows wild not only throughout Japan, but alsMignchuria, Northern China, Korea and Siberia. In
Japan, where it is known as hanashobu, Iris ehseatdeen hybridized for over five hundred years.

Iris ensata hybrids range in height from 25 cmi(pfor the miniature varieties to 150 cm or m¢6 in.).
However, most hybrids flower in the 65 — 120 cm £280 in.) height range. It should be noted tlzatgn conditions
influence the stem height, branching and bloom sfzZlEapanese irises more than those of any otisdyje.

Japanese irises have the most diversity of colatiem of any iris, but colours have traditiondsen limited to
the white, pink, and blue — red-violet spectrunowéver, through crosses withpseudacorusyellow has been
introduced to Japanese irises. Some new cultfeatsire colour combinations such as peach petafsyegllow style
arms. The ‘Pseudatd. pseudacorusindl. ensata breeding lines have also introduced a new cgbatitern. This
consists of a dark halo around the signal, withitstiark lines radiating out from it, resembling Eghes. This dark halo
can be particularly striking on paler-flowered ouats.

Flexibility is recommended in judging Japaneseesjsas no single flower form is to be preferredvebathers,
and new developments are encouraged.
GARDEN JUDGING

The criteria listed below should be read in conjiime with the Core Criteria for Garden Judging.

Plant
Vigour is the single most important trait for a dapse iris, as vigour will determine the plantigtglity in the
garden and its overall floriferousness
It is desirable for the plant to adapt well to diint soils and climates.
The leaves should be upright or gracefully arching,must remain attractive in all growing seasofeliage
which sprawls as the season progresses is condideserious fault.
Foliage may be blue-green or yellowish green. #@smese irises go completely dormant in wintery aelwly
developed foliage is seen in spring.
Note that the rhizomes of Japanese irises growpertly upright position.

Stem / Stalk

Branching, strength and proportion

Flowers should be held above the level of the f@isso that they are clearly visible.

Stem height should be in proportion to the sizbaih flowers and plant. In miniature varietiesloaver
diameter to stalk height ratio of 1 to 5 is consdiedesirable, however this ratio is not appropriat the large
varieties.

Plants of the ensata species have variable bragdyipically with two buds in the terminal sockatd one
more on a branch, but some hybrids may have uptariches in addition to the terminal, and 8 — @stper
stem. However, branches are desirable only if theegot crowd one another, and allow individualféos to
open freely.

Stem strength should be sufficient to hold the #owm an upright position.

Bud count, floriferousness and bloom sequence

Bud count must be judged in terms of the florifesmess of the whole clump, not on individual stalks.

Some varieties (known as ‘continuing’ bloomers)duce successive stalks as the season progredsess With
low bud count and little or no branching should betpenalized if there is evidence of further blosialks
emerging, as these will result in a sufficient ¢igpoverall.

Each stem should preferably have only one flowemnagt a time, however more than one is acceptable i
varieties with multiple buds per stem.
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Flower

Colour

Form

Japanese iris flowers often lighten in colour a&ythge. This fading is acceptable provided thactiiour
remains clear and attractive.

New and different colours are desirable, regardiésle source (e.g. interspecies crosses, chram®so
mutation, etc.). Advances towards true blue, retigink are considered especially desirable.

Colour patterns include selfs, blends, bicolouesning, marbled, sanded, etc. All are desirableyided that
they give a harmonious appearance. In lined pettesharp outlines are preferred, with branchintpeflines
considered desirable, but not essential.

Signals vary in size and may be sharp or diffuBeey should be assessed according to whether tteejozor
detract from the flower’s appearance.

The flower’s colour and pattern should have sufitiintensity or contrast to stand out well in adga, but
should also look attractive in a mixed planting.

There are currently three types of Japanese avgefis: (1) Single, or three-fall types, (2) Doubtesix-fall
types and (3) Multi-petalled types (9-petal, 12aphettc.). All three types are considered equadlyirable, but
must be well-proportioned, and attractive.

The flower size may vary from 8 — 30 cm (3 — 12, ibut it must be in proportion to the plant.

Many Japanese iris flowers naturally increasede ais they age — this is completely acceptablet bhould be
noted that it can sometimes change the proportbtise flower, e.g. gaps between falls may increesthe haft
area lengthens.

Flowers should have the expected number of partsuiltiples of three, however this rule is notattyi applied
to the style arms of doubles, or the inner petatsetaloids of multiple petal types. Some muttigied
varieties may have only 6 sets of flower parts,vitth additional tufts of petaloids, rather thanrdl2 sets of
parts.

In double varieties, the three falls of the inmaw rare typically smaller than those of the outev.rd his is not
considered a serious fault unless the flower |dlbksoportioned; however a variety which meets itheal of
having all 6 falls the same size should be rewarded

Standards may be large or small. They may be bprigld at an angle, or converted into falls, thety must be
consistent. In double varieties, the three inmals may be partly upright on the first day; hoarethey should
be in the correct position by day two. Remainipgght on day one is not considered a fault uniiedstracts
from the overall appearance of the clump.

Falls may be horizontally flared, or may arch downds. Single flowers should have falls with widsts,
preferably touching or overlapping. Double flowst®uld have a solid-looking form, with no notickagaps in
the flower’s centre.

Any factors which limit the area of colour displaych as narrow or recurved falls, should be peedli

In double varieties, a flared compact form withmduoverlapping falls is considered most desirable.

Style arms may be upright, arching or convertepetals. Anthers may have a normal appearance,jetaé
like extensions or be converted to petals.

Falls may be tailored, fluted or ruffled.

Substance, texture and durability

Japanese iris flowers are typically less duratde tinose of other iris types, but should be ablemeain
attractive for at least 2 days in normal weatherditions, three days in cooler climates. In asagsdurability
of blooms, it is helpful to compare the varietyrizgjudged against other Japanese irises in the garden
when possible. Durability is primarily determinlegthe plant’s genes, however many environmentibfa
contribute, and high temperatures may halve thedtts life.

Distinctiveness, Beauty and Garden Appeal

Varieties which extend the bloom season are coreidespecially desirable. This includes those Wwbioom
earlier or later than most varieties, and most irtgoaly, those which bloom for a long period of ém
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SHOW JUDGING

Japanese irises bloom from very late spring toyeannmer, so are likely to be seen only at a vatey $pring

show; however we will consider show judging crigelniere. It is preferable for Japanese irises &tdged either on the
floor or on lower tables, so that they can be vi@wasily without significant trimming of the stems.

In Japanese irises, the garden conditions gredtlyeince the stem height, branching and flower.sizés

desirable for the judge to be familiar with the thosmmonly available Japanese varieties, so thashe can better
determine which of the differences in size betweshmibits are due to genetic differences, and whoctultural practices.

The criteria listed below should be read in conjtime with the Core Criteria for Show Judging.

Flower

Some fading of colour with age is acceptable, gledithat the colour remains clear and attractive.

The flower size may vary from 8 — 30 cm (3 — 12,ibut it should be typical of the cultivar, andgroportion to
the size of the stem.

Undersized flowers indicate poor culture.

Japanese iris flowers often do not last as lortha@se of other iris types. However, they shouléble to
remain attractive for at least 2 days, except insully warm conditions.

Please see Form in the Japanese: Garden Judgtiandec all other criteria.

Stem / Stalk

Traditionally, it is considered undesirable foragdnese iris to have more than 1 flower open iate however
more than 1 should not be penalized, providedttieflowers are clearly displayed, and the gracklmiance
of the stalk is not adversely affected.

Where there is only 1 flower open, it should béhia terminal socket, and held in an upright positio

The stem may be branched or unbranched.

Condition and Grooming

See under Core Criteria for Show Judging.
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CLASS: EVANSIA (CRESTED) IRISES

The Evansia irises are also commonly known asexdsses, as they have a raised petaloid crabeinpper
central part of each fall. The crest may be sedat fringed.

Crested irises fall into two groups, the hardy temage species, which are dormant in winter, andehder
evergreen subtropical species. Their foliagepgcglly arching in habit, with flat leaves whicheausually broad. Flower
colour ranges from white through blue to dark lademand orchid-pink.

The hardy temperate species are low-growing, Wighacilipesthe tallest, flowering on 30 cm (12 in.) stents.
tenuisandl. cristataare smaller, with. lacustristhe most miniature of all, with flowering stemdyb — 7 cm high. This
group has flowers which are large in proportioth® plant, e.gl. cristatahas flowers 5 cm across on 12 cm steins.
tenuisproduces 1 - 2 branches, with a total of 2 - %#is per stem, andgracilipesis well branched, with flowers
produced in sprays.

The evergreen subtropical species range in height 25 cm to over 2 metres. There are two diffesenies
within this group, Series Tectores and Series Japen Series Tectores contains two spetiesilesii, which goes
dormant in winter andl tectorum. Both produce branched flower stems, althougtbtheching ofl. tectorumis poor. It
produces 3 - 4 flowers in sequence at the tiphebtranches.

Most species of the Series Japonicae typicallyyediowers in well-branched sprays.japonicaoften has 30
flowers per stem, with 5 — 6 blooms open at a tiamel may remain in bloom for up to 5 weeks. Sonne$oofl.
japonicahave variegated foliagd. wattii produces up to 50 flowers per stem and blooms ferl0 weeks or more.
Some species of the Series Japonicae, suchwadtii, have a ‘bamboo-like’ growth habit, with clusteffoliage
attached to the stem instead of at ground level.

There are a number of Evansia hybrids availaBleme, such as ‘Bourne Graceful’ are hybrids withseries,
others are hybrids between different types of Elan@.g. ‘Queens Grace’ is bred fromwattii x I. tectorun)). There
have also been several hybrids (most notably ‘Balpgoduced from crosses betwdetectorumand bearded irises.

GARDEN JUDGING

The criteria listed below should be read in conjiime with the Core Criteria for Garden Judging.

Plant
Foliage colour may be yellowish-green when growfulhsun or darker green in shade.
Hybrids with subtropical heritage may have aeti@emes or may have increases appear some distarae
from the main plant, as extensions of stolons drgealong the ground.
Hybrids withl. cristata heritage should produce 3 — 4 increases per rtézuen year.
Evansias generally have good disease-resistanteabue susceptible to fungal diseases whereatyaiis
poor. If several similar plants are being growmhie same conditions, and one seems more suseef@tiflngus
than the others, then it should be penalized, hewany fungal problems are usually consideredekalt of
poor garden conditions rather than the plant’s direg

Stem / Stalk
Bud count and branching should be assessed acgdalimhat would be expected from the plant’'s spgecie
heritage, with varieties which have improved branglor bud count rewarded accordingly.
It is acceptable for taller-growing varieties tguée staking when in flower.

Flower

Due to the diversity of the background speciesrge of flower sizes and forms are acceptable.

Distinctiveness, Beauty and Garden Appeal

Both stem colour and foliage colour can add sigaifily to a variety's distinctiveness, e.g. ‘Bouf@eaceful’ is
recognizable by its black stems and purple leaébas
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SHOW JUDGING

Evansias usually bloom too early to be enteregbimng shows, however in late seasons they may & @e the
show bench. It is preferable for the smaller terafgespecies, such h<ristatato be entered in an appropriately-sized
vase rather than the usual show bottles. Wherggptae entered in pots, these should also beojoption to the size of
the plant.

The criteria listed below should be read in conjtime with the Core Criteria for Show Judging.

Flower size and proportion of flower to stem shdogdtypical of the species or hybrid entered.

Stem length and branching should be typical ofsghecies or hybrid entered. In particular, mulésiwhed types
should not have had branches removed.

Species which typically have foliage on the stewusth be displayed with foliage intact, rather thammed.
Species such dstectorumwhich typically open flowers in sequence shoultdl®penalized for having only 1
bloom open, however multiple open blooms are exggeoh species such bBgaponica

Foliage is typically arching in habit, rather thapright like other iris types.
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CLASS: BULBOUS IRISES

Bulbous irises fall into three categories: Rettas, Xiphiums (incl. Dutch irises) and Junos (o).
Bulbous irises are not currently grown in Australteial gardens, so only guidelines for show judgame given here. In
the USA, bulbous irises are not eligible for topwhawards, however in Australia no such restricegists.

Bulbous iris hybrids are the only irises whoseaiéfi registration is not processed by the AmericanSociety.
Instead, their registration is handled by the R@aheral Bulbgrowers’ Society in Holland. Therefdahere is no easy
access to registration records, making it diffi¢aftthe judge to determine whether show exhibétgehbeen correctly
identified. Entries which are obviously misnamédwdd be disqualified, however it should be notethwegards to
Dutch irises that nurseries often sell misnamedtplaAs Keith Keppel states in ‘The World of Is8e “There are few, if
any, bulb crops in which the percentage of misnasteck is so high.” Therefore judges need to @gercaution in
declaring entries to be misnamed, as some varietigshave been widely distributed under false names

Reticulatas
As reticulatas are some of the earliest flowenslé@m in spring, these are unlikely to be seerhenshow
bench.

Junos

There are approx. 60 species of Juno irises, wiaicge in height from 5 cm to 90 cm. Their appeegds quite
distinct from that of other iris types, bearing moesemblance to a dwarf sweetcorn plant. Thelsshapecies, such as
I. persica have stemless flowers, and few leaves. Taflecies, such dsmagnifica produce stems with leaves all the
way up, and flowers produced singly in the uppaf &xils, and sometimes in the terminal. Juno 8wsatypically have
small, insignificant standards, which may be heitlat right angles, deflexed, or even appear atiénlike appendages
between the falls. Style arms, however, are largeshowy.

Bloom size varies according to plant size, with blest-known Jund, bucharica,bearing flowers 5 cm across.
The number of buds per stem ranges from 2 forhlbetar growing species up to 7 or 8 for the tadleecies.

Junos could potentially be seen at an early sitayv, however they are not commonly grown.

Xiphiums

The Xiphium group of irises contains approx. 7 mgpecies, and many hybrids. The hybrids fall Bxgroups:
Dutch, Spanish and English.

The English irises, which are descended ftolatifolium, bloom well after the tall beardeds, so are uhjike
be seen on the show bench.

Spanish irises are descended mainly ftoriphium and are typically smaller and bloom about two kedater
than the Dutch irises.

Dutch irises have been bred from crosses betwaremsfofl. xiphiumandl. filifolia, 1. fontanesiiandl.
tingitana, among others.

Dutch and Spanish irises have flowers up to 13rcdiameter, and stems typically range in heighinfdb cm
to 90cm or more. It is becoming increasingly @iffli to distinguish between Dutch and Spanishssises there are many
intergrading hybrids, so they should generally bieed in the same class on the show bench.

SHOW JUDGING - Dutch and Spanish Irises

The criteria listed below should be read in conjtime with the Core Criteria for Show Judging.

Stem / Stalk

Stems typically have no branching, with a totatved buds at the top of the stem.

If branching is present, it should not cause cromgdir interference between flowers.

Foliage should appear healthy, and free of diseRsgch and Spanish irises are particularly susblepto
viruses. Virus markings often appear as yellovsitrgaks or distortion of flowers and foliage, analymalso
weaken the stem.

Each stem should have only one flower open, exebpte there is appropriate branching.

Flower

The flower should be held in a vertical positicether than at an angle.

Flower colours may be bright or muted, clear ontlkxd, but there should be no flecks of colourhaswould
indicate virus infection. Exhibits with significafiecking should be disqualified.

The falls should be equally spaced, and of the ssineeand shape. Likewise the style arms, and most
importantly, the standards.

! Keith Keppel. “Bulbous Irises: The Xiphiums” Trhe World of Irises.Warburton, Bee and Melba Hamblen, eds. (Wiclkansas:
American Iris Society, 1978), 279.
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Where a second bud is developing, it should nateawowding or interfere with the open flower’snfoor
vertical placement on the stem.

Condition and Grooming

See under Core Criteria for Show Judging.

CLASS: SPECIES IRISES, INTERSPECIES HYBRIDS

Judging species irises or interspecies hybrideiyg different to judging other irises. When judypiother
classes, a judge is evaluating hybrids which magpnaey generations away from the original speciegdue. In each
generation, seedlings have been selected whicfysttie criteria important at that time, and theatéires such as flower
substance, form and branching have been furthezloed with each generation. By contrast, whegipgltrue species,
you are evaluating the raw product of nature. ithgiguidelines from other classes should be seeasis should
preconceptions regarding form, substance, branchund count, colour, etc.

Judging interspecies hybrids presents a uniquéetige as you may be evaluating irises of a typelwvhas not
previously existed. Hybridizers should be rewarftgdnnovation, however the plant’s garden mesidf prime
importance.

Judges should familiarize themselves with the iggedses grown in their area (if possible, bywirgg the
species in their own gardens). This will bettealda them to judge the species exhibits on the dyeweh, and also to
evaluate the characteristics of new interspecigsithy, both in shows and in the trial garden.

The first step in evaluating a species or Spea¥xygin both garden and show bench judging) idgtermine
whether the iris has been entered into the coolass.

Essentially, SPEC is the class for named selectibassingle species, whereas SPEC-X is the ctass f
interspecies crosses. A cultivar is considerduktan interspecies hybrid if one parent is arspiscies, and the other
parent does not belong to that species. Furthaiidg/from interspecies crosses are also include&PEC-X.

There are three ways in which a plant may fitgrecise definitions of the SPEC (species) class:

(i) itwas collected in the wild as a seed, seedlindision.

(ii) it has been grown from seeds of a plant of typeiiich is now grown in cultivation (the flower magve been
either hand pollinated or open pollinated, butéhmust be no chance the cross was contaminatediley ffrom
another species.

(iii) the plant has come from mutations of (i) or (ii).

The judge should be aware of which iris speciessaasily with others (e.g. Oncos and Beardedfi®@nast
Natives and the 40-chromosome Siberians). It ganficular importance to keep a lookout for angreleteristics the
cultivar may display which deviate from what is mai for that species, and may therefore indicaaeétthe cultivar is the
result of an interspecies cross, rather than dessgecies.

GARDEN JUDGING
Some criteria to consider:
Plant

Some species irises and interspecies hybrids heryespecific cultural requirements. Judges shoeldware
that if those conditions are not able to be prodiotethe trial garden, then the plant may appess légorous. Time is
needed for proper evaluation of the cultural qiedibf a species, or interspecies hybrid, as ot be assessed
adequately in one garden visit or one season. Memvelants which adapt well to a range of growdegditions should
be rewarded for doing so.

The plant should give an overall appearance ofwigmd good health. It should increase well, a& growth can
lead to a risk of bloom out. Plants which dispigypd resistance to diseases and insects, etc.dsbeuewarded, while
those with obvious susceptibility to diseases whiffbct the vigour of the plant should be penalized

A cultivar should not be penalized for rambling\gtb habits, if similar to those of its parent spscihowever those
which form good, compact clumps should be rewaetethey are of greater value to gardeners.

Interspecies hybrids should not be penalized fordsterile, as while this may be frustrating tdtiglizers, it does
not affect the plant’s garden value.

The foliage should be evaluated according to hoWiteolds up over time. Some plants may collajrsa heap
after bloom, and those which naturally go dormé&autd not be penalized. However, those which rergaéen should
be judged on their foliage, as the plant shouldeappttractive both in and out of bloom.
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Stem / Stalk

When evaluating criteria such as bud count, bramgchind stem proportion, each interspecies hybrist toel judged
in comparison to its parent plants. (Likewise egpécies clone should be compared to other clongsbspecies.) The
typical characteristics of each parent should kg kemind as the baseline for comparison, e.gyBrid whose parent
species typically blooms down in the foliage shaudd be penalized for doing so, but if the hybtaers above the
foliage, then this advancement should be rewarded.

Balance and proportion are difficult criteria tal@e in species or near-species. Familiarity withvade a range of
irises as possible is helpful here, as if you anlg ased to seeing one type of iris, then otheesymay appear out of
proportion. Also, the balance and proportion & stem must be judged in relation to the overgleapance of the
clump. A tall stem which bears a single small fflwswnay appear out of proportion when seen on its, dat if the clump
displays many flowers open at a time, it may ginetiractive overall effect.

The plant’s floriferousness is determined not dnfythe number of buds per stem, but also by thebeurof stems
per plant. The longevity of each bloom can alsutriboute to an overall appearance of floriferousnes

Some species typically display only one flower open time, whereas others have many flowers open
simultaneously. Expected total length of bloomtfa plant should be assessed according to whdthieutypical of the
parent species. Varieties which bloom for an ed¢eiperiod of time should be rewarded, as shouskthivhich display
repeat / sequential bloom or rebloom. Hybrids Wwhitbom earlier or later than normal are also tetmamended, as
they extend the season of bloom of that species.

Flower
Colour

Flower colour and pattern are judged accordinghat is visually pleasing. Features such as beaigisals,
crests and style arms all contribute to the ovexfédict of the flower, and with these, there aresebrules for what is
considered most attractive. What enhances onesflovay detract from another.
Form

A wide range of forms may be seen in species &HECSX hybrids. All may be considered acceptahieyiped
that the form gives a pleasing appearance forpdicular species, e.g. tucked falls are attraaotir some species, but
not on others. The natural shape of the wild g diowers should be taken as a guide. New faramsbe considered
desirable if they are visually pleasing. This ut#s double or multi-petalled forms, however floswahich have too

many parts to open fully should be penalized. &ptarts should occur in multiples of three.

Substance, texture and durability.

Substance and durability can be a difficult aceputige for species or near-species hybrids. Wtifeer petals
usually increase the durability of the flower, thagly be too stiff to be attractive if delicacy ifeature of that particular
species. Therefore, the judge must use his /ikeration in this area.

Distinctiveness, Beauty and Garden Appeal

When assessing distinctiveness and garden appaalpecies or interspecies hybrid, there are rfeactgrs to
be considered. Characteristics such as foliageestmlour and durability, or the appearance ofl gexls may play a
greater role in the overall appearance of the plaan they do for other types such as tall beardédtsiris grown
primarily for its foliage should not have to proéushowy flowers to be considered worthy of awartise judge should
use the typical characteristics of the parent gseas their starting point, and consider their Qeatities and possible
improvements.

There is a wide range of leaf widths and thickaessmong species irises. Some have upright folislgereas
others have an arching growth habit. Foliage aodmd finish is also important, and bright greeliafge may be as
attractive as grey-green or dark green. Purpleedtbased foliage may also be attractive. Vateyfoliage can
contribute significantly to garden appeal, butladl leaves should be variegated, not just some. va@hiegation may also
occur for only part of the year — if so, the judgest assess whether it is a significant enouglorfdotbe rewarded.

The size of both flower and plant is less impdrthan the overall garden impact. A tiny speciesag in
massed clumps may have just as great a garden affecgiant. The plant's garden appeal shoujddged both at a
distance and up close.

In judging irises of all types, we should strieeeincourage diversity. This is true in this clalssve all others,
as we should seek to retain the natural diversithe species irises, while encouraging innovatibrierspecies crosses
have the potential to lead irises in entirely neseations, and we need to be open to those posissil
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SHOW JUDGING

Show entries of species irises should be identifig@ither an accepted species binomial (e getosal.
cristata, etc) or by a registered cultivar name. Interspecigsids should be entered under their registeretivaul
name. Lists of species binomials can be fountiénSpecies Check List published by SIGNA (SpecisGroup of
North America) and in ‘The Iris’ by Brian MathewVhere possible, any additional identifying inforioat such as the
name of the collector, geographical informatiorm@ommonly accepted varietal name (e.g. alba) shalab be given.

Seedling entries should be identified by seedlimgnber, class (SPEC or SPEC-X) and the species mhom
hybrid’'s parentage. At shows where it is felt tthet seedling number may serve to identify the ioyber, it may be
concealed during judging, but the seedling’s pagatshould still be displayed.

It is recommended that exhibits which are too stwefit typical show bottles should be staged iprapriately
sized containers.

Some criteria to be considered:

Flower

There is a huge diversity of form amongst speciees. Some species have standards and fallardaery
different in size, while others have standardsfaiid that are almost indistinguishable. In Junhbs,style arms have
become so large that they provide balance to theifethe absence of standards.

There is also great variation in the way that theaf parts are presented, e.g. in some speci#¢is stendards and
falls are flat (flared), while other species hapeight standards and / or pendent falls. Substats®varies significantly
between species, as some have flowers with thistaobe while the blooms of others are quite tough.

Each exhibit should display the form, colour andstance typical of that species, clone or cultivar.

Stem / Stalk

The stem and branching should also be typicdi@type of iris being presented. Many speciessrimturally
have little or no branching, while others have stevith multiple branches. Therefore, each stemt ineigvaluated
against what would be the best performance posfibkbat particular species or hybrid, rather thaing compared to
other iris types. Branching, when present, magymemetrical or asymmetrical, depending on the sgseci

The typical characteristics of each species mlgstlze your guide when considering the stem itgdiich may
be straight, zig-zag, twisted or almost non-existdapending on the plant’s heritage.

Condition and Grooming

Condition and grooming should be evaluated accgrtbrthe principles of show judging of all iris g
However, when there is close competition for awavitkin the species class, judges may wish to darghe degree of
horticultural skill required to grow a particulgrexies or cultivar, as some are more demandinigeofiardener than
others.

Seedlings

Seedlings should be judged as per the guidelmrgsifiging seedlings of all iris types.
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CLASS: IRIDACEAE

The Iridaceae family, to which the genus Iris bei®, is a large and very diverse one. Accordimgtent
estimatey there are more than 2 000 species of Iridaceabatleast 66 genera. Members of the family anad on
every continent and subcontinent on earth. The$enlging to the genus Iris are all native to thethern Hemisphere,
while more than half of the other Iridaceae spearesnative to the Southern Hemisphere.

All members of the Iridaceae family grow from rhizes, bulbs or corms, and most have a period of @ocmn

GENERA IN THE FAMILY IRIDACEAE

The list of genera which appears below is basetthetridaceae checklist on the website of the R8grhnic Gardens,

Kew?.

Please note: Where a name appears in italicsnib ionger the accepted name for that gener&p(ajh it may still be
sold under that name). The currently accepted riamgiwen after the equal sign. Those names waietgiven in bold
are known to be grown in AustraliaHowever, an asterisk (*) after the name meaasitimay not be available

commercially.

Acidanthera= Gladiolus

Ainea

Alophia (Alophia lahue= Herbertia lahue)
Anaclanthe= Antholyza* = Babiana
Anapalina *

Anomalesia = Gladiolus
Anomalostylus= Trimezia
Anomatheca(Anomatheca laxa Freesia laxa
Anomatheca viridis: Freesia viridis)
Antholyza* = Babiana

Aristea

Babiana

Barnardiella= Moraea herrei
Beatonia = Tigridia
Belamcanda(Belamcanda chinensislris domestica)
Bobartia

Calydorea

Cardenanthus

Cardiostigma= Calydorea

Catila = Calydorea

Chamelun= Olsynium
Chasmanthe

Chasmatocalliss Lapeirousia
Chlamydostylus Nemastylis
Cipura

Cleanthe= Aristea

Cobana

Crociris = Crocus

Crocosmia

Crocus

Cryptobasis= Iris

Curtonus= Crocosmig

Cypella

Devia

Dichone= Ixia

Dierama

Dietes

Diplarrena= Diplarrhena

Diplarrhena

Dortania= Gladiolus

Duthiastrum

Duthiella= Duthiastrum

Eleutherine *

Engysiphon= Geissorhiza

Ennealophus

Eurynotia

Eustylis(most Eustylis have now been placed in the
Alophia genus)

Exohebea Tritoniopsis

Ferraria

Fosteria

Freesia

Galaxia (most Galaxias have now been placed in the
Moraea genus)

Geissorhiza

Gelasine

Geosiris

X Gladanthera= Gladiolus

Gladiolus

Gynandriris (Gynandiris simulans Moraea simulans
Gynandiris sisyrinchiune Moraea sisyrinchium)

! Goldblatt, Peter and John C. Manninthe Iris Family: Natural History and Classificatio (Portland, Oregon and

London: Timber Press, 2008) 9.

2 Barker, C. World Checklist of IridaceaeThe Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gasgd&esw. 2009. Published
on the Internet; http://data.kew.org/cgi-bin/vp®8§2/genlist.pl?IRIDACEAE Accessed April — September, 2009.

% Information regarding availability has been coragifrom:

Hibbert, Margaret.Aussie Plant Finder(Glebe, NSW: Floregium, 2004).

Cooke, David A.Draft Checklist: Exotic Iridaceae Cultivated in gtralia. (1998).

Randall, R.P., Cooperative Research Centre (CRG\distralian Weed Management and Department ofcAditire and
Food, Western AustraliaThe introduced flora of Australia and its weed gtat(Adelaide: CRC for Australian

Weed Management, University of Adelaide, 2007).
Personal communication with Garry Reid.
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Hebea(some Hebeas have been rename@ladiolus,
others as Tritoniopsis)

Helixyra= Gynandriris = Moraea

Herbertia

Hermodactylus (Hermodactylus tuberosuslris
tuberosa)

Hesperantha

Hesperoxiphion*

Hewardia= Isophysis

Hexaglottis *

Homeria= Moraea

Homoglossum= Gladiolus

Hydrotaenia= Tigridia

Iridodictyum=Iris

Iris

Isophysis

Itysa= Calydorea
Ixia

Juno= Iris

Junopsis= Iris

Keitia= Eleutherine *
Kelissa

Kentrosiphon= Gladiolus
Klattia

Lapeirousia

Larentia

Lethia

Libertia

Marica = Neomarica
Mastigostyla
Melasphaerula
Micranthus

Montbretia= Tritonia
Montbretiopsis= Tritonia
Moraea

Nemastylis

Neomarica

Nivenia *

Oenostachys Gladiolus
Olsynium

Ona= Olsynium

Onira

Orthrosanthus
Pardanthopsis(Pardanthopsis dichotormalris
dichotoma)*

Patersonia

Petamenes Gladiolus
Phaiophleps = Olsynium (Phaiophleps nigricans =
Sisyrinchium striatum £©lsynium nigricans)
Phalocallis* = Cypella
Pillansia

Pseudotrimezia
Radinosiphon*

Rheome

Rigidella *

Roggeveldia

Romulea

Salpingostyliss Calydorea
Savannosiphon
Schizostylis(Schizostylis coccineaHesperantha
coccinea)

Sessilanthera
Sessilistigma*
Siphonostylis= Iris
Sisyrinchium
Solenomelus*

Sparaxis

Sphenostigma
Streptanthera Sparaxis
Sympa

Symphyostemon Olsynium
Synnotia= Sparaxis
Syringodea

Tanaosolen= Tritoniopsis
Tapeinia *

Thereianthus

Tigridia

Trichonema= Romulea
Trifurcia = Herbertia
Trimezia

Tritonia

Tritoniopsis

Tucma = Ennealophus
Watsonia

Witsenia

Xiphium = Iris

Zygella = Cypella
Zygotritonia

Note that in addition to the genera listed aboie,Itidaceae family also includes fertile hybridsnf crosses between
Pardanthopsis and Belamcanda. Samuel Norris inu€ky, USA has nhamed some asArdancanda norristi, but these

are not known to be available in Australia.

SHOW JUDGING

Some members of the Iridaceae family are much mately grown than others. However, given the nenf
different genera within the family, there may beajrvariation among entries in an Iridaceae clagh® show bench.
The most easily recognizable characteristic ofrelaceae is that the flowers have their partdieds.

! Stebbings, GeoffThe Gardener’s Guide to Growing Irisg®ortland, Oregon: Timber Press, and Devon: D&vid

Charles Publishers, 1997) 109.



Other typical family characteristics include:

The ovary is joined to the base of the flower, velasrin many other species (e.g. poppies) it isabu flower.
(Isophysis is the one Iridaceae genus in whichotfaey is above the flower).

Foliage is typically vertical, and sword-shapedhwiiat leaves that enfold each other. Both sufabe leaves
are of identical appearance (with the exceptiokofaea).

The petals and sepals (standards and falls) aedlysd similar appearance.

Show entries should be identified by an acceptedisp binomial (e.g. Neomarica caerulea) or cultihame
where possible, however if only the genus is kn¢svg. Freesia), then that is acceptable. It shbeldoted that many of
the members of the Iridaceae family have been redamultiple times, so that synonyms are common,caidumber
the ‘authentic’ names by 10 to 1.

When judging such a diverse class, where you rnoape familiar with the characteristics of somehef species
entered, the best option is to rely on basic flojudging principles, such as assessment of freshsgmmetry, balance /
proportion and condition and presentation.

Note that many Iridaceae will have their oldestviérs in the lower positions on the stem. Typeikwh
normally have multiple flower heads should haveoalinost flowers present (e.g. no obvious trimmongaps).

When judging the freshness of entries, it is ingrarto be aware that some Iridaceae have very-ihed
flowers, lasting less than a day (e.g. Moraea isiskiium and Iris dichotoma). The typical flowerrits may also be
quite different to those expected from Iris entrzg. some Iridaceae have twisted petals, giViegita propeller-like
appearance (most notably Cypella). As in all jadgia good knowledge of the species or cultivarstmommonly
grown in your area would be beneficial.

For general judging guidelines, see Core Critena Ehow Judging.
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TRIAL GARDEN AWARDS SYSTEMS

Each region of the Iris Society of Australia (IS®gs its own trial garden, where hybridizers cardssedlings
for independent evaluation by judges. In the giden setting, seedlings are labelled only wittieh garden numbering
system, so that judges can evaluate the iriseslypore their merits, free of personal bias (conssiau otherwise)
concerning the hybridizer.

These regional trial gardens have a sequentiatr3ativard system, High Commendation (HC), Honourable
Mention (HM), and the Award of Merit (AM). Iriseshich win an HM need to be registered to be elgiior an Award
of Merit. Irises which win an AM, or achieve thghest points for that class of irises in theirioagl trial garden
become eligible for entry to the Dykes Medal Teatd&ns.

The special trial garden awards in each region are:

NSW Region: the Gordon Loveridge Medal for the leigthpoints awarded to a beardless iris and the 2ddnson Medal
for the highest points awarded to a bearded iris.

Victorian Region: The Merton Calvert Award for tbeltivar scoring the highest points, and the NorrGatdwell Award
for the cultivar considered to be the best gardsn i

South Australian Region: The Cole Memorial Awardtfte cultivar scoring the highest points.

Western Australian Region: The John Betts MedatHercultivar scoring the highest points.

Australian Dykes Medal

In 1987, the Iris Societies of Australia and Nevaldad, in consultation with the British Iris Sogiétstituted an
Australasian Dykes Medal, which in 1995, was regthly separate Dykes Medals for Australia and Nealahd.

The competition for the Australian Dykes Medal ives 8 dedicated test gardens across the counitty each
eligible cultivar entered into all gardens simu#tansly. This enables new varieties’ performanca range of different
growing conditions to be assessed by a numberméréanced iris judges. Cultivars in the Dykes Mddat gardens are
grown under their registered name (registratican ¢g®ndition of entry).

The cultivar receiving the highest average scotbérntest gardens is awarded the Australian Dykeddil
Since the Australian Dykes Medal gardens featutk bearded and beardless irises, the Iris Sociefystralia (ISA)
Medal is awarded annually for the top-scoring @fis different type to that which has receivediy&es Medal, e.g. if
the Dykes Medal winner is a bearded cultivar, ttrenhighest-scoring beardless cultivar received3i#eMedal, and
vice versa.

The Australian Dykes Medal is awarded annually ey British Iris Society, whose founder, William Ratson
Dykes, it is named after. Dykes Medals are alsarded annually in the United Kingdom, North Ameread New
Zealand.

REGISTRATION AND INTRODUCTION

The process of naming a new seedling and makirgpritmercially available is known as registratiord an
introduction. If a hybridizer has produced a neaviety, which he / she feels is an improvementandifferent to the
many thousands of irises already available, themuit be officially registered before it can beeodd for sale.

Once the hybridizer has chosen a name that islreddy registered, they then need to apply taehestrar to
have that name registered, along with a descrigtfdahe flower, the plant, and its parentage.

Worldwide registrations for all classes of irigegept bulbous types are processed by the AmehicsaSociety
Registrar. However, in Australia, hybridizers sldocontact the Australian registrar, whose roleisict as intermediary
between Australian iris hybridizers and the Amanitiés Society Registrar.

Once the cultivar is registered, if it is offeri sale to the public, then this is referred taraeoduction, and
formally fixes the registered name to that cultivar
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GLOSSARY

Amoena: (pronounced uh-mean-uh) An iris flower with whae nearly white standards and falls of any othdoug
(e.g. a yellow amoena has white standards andwyédiis).

Anther: The pollen-bearing tip of the stamen. The anihi@eld on a long stalk (filament) under the s, and close
against it.

Apogon: This term refers to rhizomatous iris with no lekar crest; beardless iris.

Aril: 1. A small white collar, which is found on theesds of oncocyclus and regelia irises. It is a8mfl on the seeds
of some other iris types, elgis nepalensis 2. A species iris or interspecies hybrid belongm¢he oncocyclus or
regelia groups. The term refers to hybrids betwbentwo groups, as well as to those within a siggbup.

Arilbred (AB): A hybrid between an aril iris and a eupogon (oethearded) iris. Arilbred irises usually combine
characteristics of both parents, and have a foahithsimilar to tall bearded irises. Hybrids whicave less than one
quarter aril ancestry (or less than one full setrdfchromosomes) are not considered to fit thibrad classification.
Australian Dykes Medal The medal awarded annually to the breeder ofirisescoring the highest points in the
Australian Dykes Medal test gardens, regardlessymé. The medal is awarded at the discretion ef Bhitish Iris
Society. See also ISA Medal and Dykes Medal.

Axil: The angle formed between a leaf or branch andtéme ®© which it is attached.

Beard: The bushy strip of hairs on the upper part of Hils fof bearded irises. They also occur on thedsteds of some
aril irises.

Bicolour: Any iris flower that has one colour in its standaeshd another (usually darker) colour in its falls.

Bitone: Iris flowers that have standards and falls of tame colour, but in contrasting (lighter and darlegdrades of that
same colour. The standards are usually the ligiitdre two shades.

Blend: A colour pattern where a mixture of two or moodotirs occurs in the same parts of the flower.

Bloom out: An iris is said to bloom out when the mature rhieodies, following flowering, without producing any
increases.

Bract: A leaf on the flowering stem inside which a brawctloom develops.

Branch: A lateral offshoot from the main flower stem.

Broken colour: A “broken colour” flower is a flower of one calo which displays irregular patches of one or more
other colours.

Bud count: The number of bud places on a stem, or total nurobfowers that a stem will produce.

Crest: The raised ridge found on the hafts of the fallewinsia iris flowers.

Cultivar: A cultivated variety of a plant. It usually re$¢o a man-made hybrid.

Deflexed: Bent sharply downwards and outwards.

Diploid: A plant with two sets of chromosomes. The widdhiis of most plants are diploid. See also Tetidplo

Dykes Medal: The highest award an iris can receive. The DyMeslal is an annual award given in the United
Kingdom, North America, Australia, and New Zealanthe Dykes Medal for each country is awarded leyRhtish Iris
Society, and is named after William Rickatson Dykiesinder of the British Iris Society. See also #akan Dykes
Medal.

Eupogon: Any bearded iris which is not an aril or arilbre.i

Falls: The three lower parts or sepals of an iris flow€hese are the outer parts of the flower when oh bad may flare
horizontally, hang vertically, or be in a positibatween the two (semi-flaring), when the floweojgn.

Fan: The cluster of leaves attached to a single rhizmgises, these typically form a fan shape).

Fancy: An extreme plicata-type colour pattern that eithib riotous mixture of colours.

Floriferousness: A cultivar’'s ability to produce flowers freely, i.€0 produce many buds per stem and/or many stems
per clump.

Flounce: A large, wide, petaloid extension of the beaftgrofan-shaped or folded into a canoe shape.

Form: The shape of a flower.

Glaciata: A recessive colour pattern which occurs ingtlicbreeding. Glaciata irises occur in white,ow)lorange or
pink shades, with no plicata markings. As glagatarry no anthocyanin (blue, purple or rose) pigimevhatsoever,
they display a glowing clear colour. Formerly reéel to as ‘ice-whites’, ‘lemon ices’, etc.

Haft: The part of the standards and falls closestéactintre of the flower. This term is most commamdgd to refer to
the upper part of the falls, adjacent to the bearsignal.

Historic: An iris introduced at least thirty (30) years ago

Horn: A short extension of the beard, which may be feairand hairless.

Increase: The new rhizomes that a mature rhizome producassgason.

Iridaceae: The plant family to which the genus Iris belongs.

ISA Medal: The Iris Society of Australia (ISA) Medal is awlad each year for the top-scoring iris of a différype to
that which has received the Australian Dykes Medal, if a Tall Bearded iris wins the Dykes Medhk ISA Medal is
awarded for the top-scoring beardless iris in thé tBst gardens, and vice versa.

Luminata: A colour pattern which occurs as a wash of bpueple, lavender, etc. over a background of whjigdow,
orange or pink. The wash tends to be paler oringssom the veins, and absent from the edges df btandards and
falls. Both the beard and a clearly defined arearsd it have no blue/purple colouration. Stylmarlso have little or
no blue/purple colouration. The luminata pattemayrbe thought of as being almost the reverse oplicata pattern, and
is genetically related to it.
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Luminata-plicata: Luminata-plicata is the term given to flowers whbogh the luminata colour pattern and the plicata
one occur simultaneously. In most cases the iegulbwer is totally, but unevenly, patterned oanked.

Midrib: The central part of a standard or fall.

Neglecta:An iris which has light blue standards and darKkee tor purple falls. May also be classified adueetbitone.
Novelty: An iris which displays an unusual feature of floveerfoliage, e.qg. flat flower shape, broken colblsoms or
variegated foliage.

Oncocyclus: One of the two main groups of aril species. @#bbreviated as “onco”.

Ovary: The female part at the base of the iris flowenjolv contains the ovules (potential seeds) and lwHgvelops
after fertilization into the seed pod.

Perianth: In iris flowers, the collective term for the stkamds and falls.

Perianth tube: The tube at the base of the iris flower, whichreects the standards and falls to the ovary. Atsawn
as the perigone tube.

Petals The standards of an iris flower.

Plicata: A colour pattern which occurs in many variationst Is commonly seen as dotting and/or stitchingiadothe
edges of the falls and/or standards. The dottingtitthing occurs in shades of blue, purple, laenetc. contrasting
with a background colour of white, yellow, orangepink. There may also be dots or stripes alongvikias. Plicatas
always have markings on the hafts of the falls, @bdgside the beards.

Pogon: A bearded iris.

Regelia: One of the two main groups of aril speci#s.most regions, the regelias are stronger gardbjests than the
oncocyclus species.

Reblooming Iris (RE): An iris which blooms more than once in the samevimg season (e.g.in spring and again before
the following spring). Rebloom which occurs immegdly after spring bloom is known as ‘repeat’ bloom

Reflexed: Reflexed falls are those which bend abruptly deaml and inward.

Reverse amoena:A bearded iris flower with coloured standardg] &ils which are white or nearly white.

Reverse bicolour: A bicolour flower where the standards are a diffierdarker colour to the falls.

Reverse bitone: This term is sometimes used to refer to bitdoedrs where the standards are a darker shadefhhan
falls.

Self: 1. A flower with standards and falls of the sacwmdour. 2. In hybridizing, self-pollination (thglacing of a
flower’s pollen on its own stigmas).

Sepals: The falls of an iris flower.

Signal: 1. A marking, usually in yellow, white or orange the falls of beardless irises, located wheeebtbard is found
in bearded irises. 2. An area of contrasting dligwdarker) colour at the end of the beard onfétks of many arils and
arilbreds.

Socket: The area supporting the flower buds.

Space-Age Iris (SA): Bearded irises which have appendages known as,ggasns or flounces at the end of the beard.
Spathe: A small leaf enclosing a bud or group of budssdsi often have inner and outer spathes. Spathgbengreen
and fleshy or dry and papery.

Species: A naturally occurring, visually distinct plant wh is not a hybrid.

Spoon: An elongated petaloid extension of the beard¢cwvtvidens near the end into a spoon shape.

Stamen: The male part of the flower. It comprises théeobearing anther, and the thin stalk (filamemtich supports
it.

Standards: The three upper petals of an iris flower. Theseuwsually broad and erect, and are the inner petdlse
flower when in bud.

Stigma: The pollen-receiving part of the flower’s femalgans. The stigmatic lip sits at the top of ttydesarm.

Stolon: A slender, elongated horizontal stem which credpag the ground as an extension from an irisorhiz, and
produces new plants.

Style arms: The three slender petal-like structures situétettie heart of an iris flower. They are locateween the
standards and above the falls.

Substance:The inner tissue structure of the flower, whichedtines its longevity, and maintains its form antbar.
Terminal: The terminal bud is the bud situated at the higfleatering place on the stem.

Tetraploid: A plant with four sets of chromosomes. See alg@did.

Texture: A flower's surface characteristic, e.g. silky, vy, leathery, tough, smooth, etc. Texture infaesncolour
impact as it reflects or absorbs light.

Variegata: An iris which has yellow standards and falls of,redbwn or purple. The name is derived from the ta
bearded specidss variegatawhich has yellow standards and falls with variaelédish-brown veining.

Variety: (1) A cultivated plant with an identifying commaame (i.e. a cultivar). (2) Botanically, a gooof
individuals within a species which are sufficiendligtinct to merit a Latin varietal name.

Vigour: An iris plant’s capacity for survival or strong gy growth and rate of increase.
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